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When national politics donminates small talk in hospital

Ahmad A Talib

HOSPI TALS can trigger all kinds of conversation. And specul ations. | was
at two hospitals for different reasons in the past few days where the
conversation ranged frombabies to treatment of pain in the neck
illnesses and party and national politics.

The appoi ntment of Datuk Seri Najib Razak as Deputy Prinme M nister on
Wednesday topped the agenda in the waiting and treatnment roons.

In the Damansara Specialist Centre, at one of the posttreatnment
departments to be precise, | listened to patient-nurse talk which centred
on health and then gradually noved to national politics. It occurred to
me then that Mal aysians certainly love their politics and even take them
to hospitals.

| didn't knowthe two people in conversati on because patients are
separated by curtains as they receive their treatnent. Patients only cone
to this department after nmeeting their physicians.

| had seen nine and was getting nmy share of neck traction and the |ike.
Pati ents sel domknow who is on the other side of the curtain, unl ess one
makes an effort to find out.

| knowit's bad to eavesdrop but it was inpossible not to hear the
behi nd-the-curtai n conversation. The gist: "Wah! That Datuk Najib is going
to be our new Deputy Prinme M nisterlah! That's what the newspapers say. |

t hi nk he has been waiting for along tine. Finally aah! 1've
been to his house one tine at a Hari Raya open house. He's very friendly,
and we had so much food. | like his house. It can take many peopl e but the

traffic jamwas terrible. | think he's a very popular nman ...

If you think that national politics is only discussed at the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre, Putrajaya or hotel coffee houses, then you are nistaken. The
comrent fromthe other party behind the curtain was equally interesting:
"Well, we have to wait for one nore day. Tonorrow (\Wdnesday) is the
of ficial announcenent. You know, many peopl e were waiti ng when Pak Lah
(Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi ) woul d announce hi s
deputy. | always knew it woul d be between Datuk Najib and our pirate CD
chi ef inspector, Tan Sri Miuhyi ddin Yassin. | wouldn't have m nded if the
PM had pi cked Muhyi ddi n because he's fromJohor. |I'mfrom Johor, too."

Like it or not, the appointment of a Deputy Prine M nister has stirred
up nuch interest in the country's adm nistration. This has got to be good,
conpared to outright indifference

People will take sides in politics, and nost politicians take great
pains to present their positive side to the people (read voters). Najib
and Muhyi ddi n certainly have their share of foll owers and detractors.

At the Pantai Medical Centre, the waiting roomon one of the fl oors was
turned into a hall for a mni forum

Fathers waiting for the delivery of their sons and daughters sat gl ued
to the television. The prime-time news was that of the appoi nt ment of
Najib as the deputy PMand all sorts of theories and countertheories
filled the air.

For a nonment, the husbands left the care of their wives to the
gynaecol ogi sts and nurses. Top of their mnd was national politics.

One man who drove his father-in-lawto the hospital said he was not
surprised that Pak Lah had picked Najib. Wien | asked why, he said: "He's
young and strong, especially in Umo. He has plenty of supporters and t hey
will nowthrowtheir support behind Pak Lah as well. Qur PMis smart."



He al so volunteered nore views: "I |ike Muhyiddin too. But he is not
nunber one on the Umo vice-presidential list. If Pak Lah pi cks Mihyi ddin,
what will Najib and his many foll owers say. And don't forget that Najib's
nane has been suggested many times by our previ ous nunber one, Dr
Mahat hi r, now Tun Dr Mahathir (Mhamad). | hope everybody can now start
wor k and stop | obbyi ng.

"Don't believe anyone if they tell you there is no | obbying. My uncle is
not hol di ng big post in Umo but even he is going around the kanpung
bi si k- bi si k (whi spering) about the candidates. | like politics, but I
don't have the noney togointoit. Also, tootiring lah! No time for
famly."

One of the physicians had a chat with nme when he was | eaving after
seeing off his |ast patient. He said the PMcoul d now start gal vani si ng
his forces for a general election canpaign.

He believes that the election will be held in April, and may even be
hel d together with the Sabah State el ection
"I nmeet ny political kakis regularly and one or two of themare very
active. |'ma businessman-doctor. Once Pak Lah has appointed his deputy,
expect sone real, serious political work to start. The electionis next."

| recall a statenent nmade by the Prinme M nister. He had said that he
woul d appoi nt a deputy before the general el ection. And he has done so
now. Which is just what the good doctor predicted - the election is near

The doct or-busi nessman says he tries to be apolitical but his friends
were nmore inclined towards the "other side".

| don't know what that means but | guess it nust mean one of the
opposition parties.

He didn't want to el aborate and so he sped off to his next appoi ntnent.

My next appointnent is some tine next week. By then | hope ny next
exercise will help the healing and reduce the pain.

| hope | won't neet the patient who had | oose bowel s whil e under goi ng
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