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Kit Siang: W will be responsible, responsive

By Bal an Mbses

DAP chairman LimKit Siangis raringtoreturnto his role as Qoposition
Leader of the Dewan Rakyat, which he relinqui shed after an unexpected
defeat in the 1999 el ections. Yet, the five-year hiatus may have nel | owed
the colourful lawer-politician who feels there is roomfor a working
relationship inthe august House with the Government.

He expl ains his reasons, and conditions, for such co-operation in an
intervieww th BALAN MOSES who first nmet the firebrand 25 years ago.

Q The DAP did better than expected in the general el ection. Wat does
this mean in terms of DAP's rol e now?

A Interns of results, it's not a very great inprovenment. But, of
course, in the context of the devastating defeat of Pas in | osing
Terengganu and (the possibility) that they may | ose Kel antan anyti nme and
(the fact that they had) 27 MPs struck down to seven, which was its
position in 1995, and Keadil an going through with one, in that context, of
course, the ability of the DAP to hold its nunbers and gain two extra
seats is significant.

We suffered a major blowin Kota Mel aka, a 35-year stronghold that we
lost. As aresult, we have been put in a position of great responsibility
in holding the fort for denpcracy, good governance and a voi ce of the
people in Parlianent.

The Opposition has never been weaker. BN not only got two-thirds, they
got an unprecedented nine-tenths for the first tinme since i ndependence.

Even (Tun Dr) Mahathir never had it. So this | will say is atinme bonb
for denmocracy. In a sense, if things go wong, they can go wrong very
qui ckly.

The Bari san Nasi onal has nore than 90 per cent of the seats and t he DAP
has only five per cent of 219 seats. To take on 200-odd BN MPs, incl uding
mnisters, is atall order. W have to try to nake up for the | ack of
nunbers with quality of performance and conmi t ment.

W see ourselves with a very great responsibility and that's why we are
asking our MPs to be very professional and adopt a responsi bl e approach.
W have all ocated parlianmentary portfolios.

Q You say you want your MPs to be professional. How are they goi ng about
it?

A ln the past, we allocated port-folios but fell flat on our faces.
There wasn't much speci al i sati on and divi sion of responsibility, and we
had very few MPs. But this tinme we should do it because there is greater
expect ati on.

Everyone will have to double or triple up. Not all are full-tiners so
nobody i s going to becone an expert in their fields. They have to becone
practitioners of |ife-long education, they should read and study.

W expect themto cone up with position papers not only for party
consunption, but also for the public. To spark of f discussion. | hope
there will be a nore dynanmic five years of parlianentary representation

Q WII this differ substantially fromthe past?

A. There will be sone qualitative and quantitative changes. W have
undoubt edl y benefited fromthe 30 years that | was the | eader of the
Opposition as well as the five-year absence.

Q Inthe past, you had to contend with Dr Mahathir who had a different
style of | eadership frombDatuk Seri Abdul ah Ahnad Badawi. WIIl this see a
di fference in approach in Parlianent?



A | don't think there will be any material change. We will continue to
articulate, reflect and represent the views of the people. There is need
for a fuller, nore bal anced and deeper representation in Parlianment.

Wth regard to the personality of the PM we have to see how Abdul | ah
conducts hinsel f in Parlianent because that's where the interacti on wll
be.

We have to see whether he is prepared to, as he said in Parlianment on
Nov 3 | ast year, fully respect the doctrine of separation of powers.

Q Do you wel come his new acconmodati ve approach?

A: | welcone the sentinments contained in his statements. But the proof
of the pudding is in the eating. For instance, the DAP was never inforned
or consul ted when the National Integrity Plan was | aunched. The Opposition
was never consulted on the reappoi nt rent of Suhakamor the appoi nt nent of
t he Royal Comi ssion of Inquiry on the Police Force. | think all this nust
be fully reflected.

Q Are you suggesting that any maj or governnent nove, progranme or plan
af fecti ng Mal aysi ans shoul d i nvol ve consul tations with the OCpposition?

A The Opposition nust be fully consulted and be invol ved. The
Opposi tion nmust be respected for their representati on of the peopl e and
there shoul d be a new approach to stop view ng the Opposition as anti -
national, negative, destructive, divisive.

Abdul I ah is tal king about first world infrastructure and third world
mentality. This is one area i n which he nust begin. W nust have a First
World Parlianent rather than a First World Parlianment buil ding.

Q@ What have you | earnt about the Ml aysian voter fromthe recent
el ection?

A: The |l ast el ections were driven by a nunber of mmjor considerations.
One is the feel good factor since Abdul |l ah t ook over and the prom se of
change.

That there will be nmore consultative, open, nore people-oriented, and a
meani ngful change in terns of governance. That it will be clean,
incorruptible, efficient, transparent and peopl e-ori ent ed.

Secondly, it reflects people's fear and rej ection of Pas' Islanmic state
as conpl et el y unaccept abl e and unf easi bl e for a nodern plural Ml aysi a.

The third i nportant nmessage, in the DAP's Kinta Valley victory in
particular, is that Malaysia must remain conmitted to t he 46-year soci al
contract as a secul ar denocracy with Islamas the official religion but
not as an Islamic state - be it a Pas or an Umo |Islanic state.

That includes | sl amHadhari whi ch Abdul | ah advocat es. Any proposal which
seens to nove away fromthis social contract shoul d be exam ned with great
care, circunmspection and consultation.

Q WII you raise the issue of IslamHadhari in Parlianment?

A: The whol e question of political Islamis a fundanental issue in
Mal aysi an nation-building and it nust be addressed in a rational manner.
I't must be discussed.

The el ection results are generally regarded as the rejection of Pas'
Islamic state but what is not read is that it is also a verdict agai nst
Umo's Islanmic state.

But there are those who think this issue has rested there. There is
conpl acency and it will be a mstake as political Islamw |l be an
i ncreasingly inmportant issue which nust be addressed by and concerns all.

I f you do not address this in Parlianent, then where are you going to
address it? People are concerned about the future of the country in the
next 10, 20 and 30 years.

We want to make Mal aysi ans understand, Mislins and non-Mislins, that
when we tal k about secul ar denpcracy we are not taking about being anti -
Islamor anti-religion.



Secul ar in some quarters has beconme a dirty word when it is interpreted
as anti-lslamor anti-religion. There is a need to restore the origina
meani ng of secul ar in the Mal aysi an context. In 1982, Tun Hussei n Onn
openly decl ared Mal aysia a secul ar nation and not an Islamc state.

Surely, they were not saying that Ml aysia was anti-Ilslam but a state
of governnent where the best values of all religions are respected.

Q So the question of political Islamis in your viewone of the the
maj or issues to be addressed by all?

A You nust reach a national consensus. How shoul d good val ues and
teachi ngs of |Islambecone a major influence in nation-building - that nust
be recogni sed

At the sane tine, the values and teachings of all other religi ons nust
be given recognition. Sol would like to see Mal aysi an children grow up
not only multilingual but know edge-abl e about all religions

They nust understand each other's religion and good val ues, because only
then can there be a basis for durable and tol erant national unity and
integration. It must beginin schools, it should be in the syllabus to
hel p build nulti-religious understandi ng, tol erance and goodwi | | .

Q What are the other nmmjor issues that everyone should be interested in
over the next four to five years?

A: Corruption. Sorme comrendabl e noves in this direction, includingthe
| aunchi ng of the national integrity plan, have been made. But | aunchi ng
the plan itsel f does not take the canpaign very far unless there is
political will.

Whet her we can restore denocracy, the rule of law, free Press, have a
real fight against corruption, build a nation of really united Ml aysi ans
where al | respect each other's ethnic, religious, cultural differences,
good qual ity education so Mal aysi ans can conpete with the rest of the
wor | d.

Q Wiat will your priorities be in Parlianent?

A Live telecast of parlianentary proceedings for greater
accountability. W al so want the Public Accounts Conmittee to be chaired
by an Qpposition MP as is the practice in nmost First Wrld countri es.

Al so, research facilities for MPs fromboth sides. In nost parts of the
worl d, each MP has two to three research assistants. | will also propose a
noti on of no-confidence against the Election Conm ssion over the running
of the elections.

Q Do you see a united Opposition front in Parlianent?

A. There will not be one because on the question of an Islanic state,
for instance, there is no ground for understandi ng. On comon i ssues,
there can be a united and cordial relationship.

W hope DAP MPs can work together with Pas and Keadil an MPs, but we al so
hope to work together with the Bari san Nasional MPs in the interest of
Parliament, in ternms of reforns.

Al'l WMPs, including those fromBN, should see things in the |arger
nati onal interest. They shoul d soneti nes take positions as MPs and not
just submit to the party whip

Q Does this work both ways?

A Yes.

Q If the Governnent does cone up with a workabl e proposition, is the
DAP then prepared to support thenf

A: Definitely, there is no doubt about that. Anythi ng good which cones
fromthe Government, the DAP wi ||l support and we hope the BN MPs wi || do
I'i kewi se

Q Has politics changed since you entered the DAP as a founder-nenber in
19667?

A It is aparty for all races. It is not a Chinese party. | concede



that in the last 25 years it has been painted as an anti-Mlay party

| argel y because of Umo propaganda. I n 1990, the DAP worked wi t h Semangat
46, although finally Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah went back to Umo. Lim Guan
Eng sacrificed his political future for a 14-year-old Malay girl.

Anybody who is prepared to stand up for the rights of a Ml aysi an of
anot her race is an exanple of nmulti-racialism The DAP s stand on Anwar
Ibrahim its roleinformng the Barisan Alternative, working with Pas and
Keadi |l an in the 1999 el ecti on al t hough that cost the DAP (votes), on the
guestion of an Islam c State, shows that DAP is a Mal aysi an party.

We cannot afford to be anti-Malay or against any religion. This
wi Il be the greatest challenge for the DAP in the next five years.

Q What are your plans to ensure the next rung of | eadership to take
over fromboth of you?

A It is not for ne to make succession plans, but the party. I amsure
when the time conmes, there will be | eaders who can take over.

Q Did you introduce any of these | eaders in the past el ection? Can you
identify sone of then?

A: No. As far as the past election, inthe last five years | have not
pl ayed the leading role in the party because | was the chairman and in the
party the chief executive officer is the secretary-general.

Q Have you given yourself a tine-frane as the party chai rman?

A No. As long as | feel | amuseful and can contribute to the party and
nation | will continue to do so.

Q Wiat is the situation with the secretary-general's post?

A: Kula (I poh Barat MP Kul asegaran) is the acting secretary-general.

Q Howlong will he hold it?

A: Until the congress in Septenber and then, of course, it is up to the
wi sdom of the menbers.

Q Do you find yourself sl owi ng down after nore than three decades in
politics?

A: Wth increasing age, anybody woul d find hinself slowing down. It is a
very subjective matter anyway.

( END)
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