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Spi nni ng venom and the art of the possible

By Syed Nadzri

BOOKS - the sort witten with pens gleefully dipped in venom- provide
some of the nost gl ari ng signs about the often rancorous art of Mal aysi an
politics. And when these books surface on the front shelves in the shops
as they do now, they offer a quick rem nder that the Umo el ections are
not too far away.

You surely can't find titles nore col ourful or nore ridicul ous than sone
of them- Nasi |lemak for the VIP, Daul at Umo (Long Iive Umo), Mhathir
berhenti, Pak Lah ganti, siapa mati (Mahathir retires, Pak Lah takes over
who di es), Pak Lah pilih siapa? (W will Pak Lah pick?), Mhathir nudah
| upa (Mahathir forgets easily), etc.

Sone are crude. But not all of themare so maliciously intended as to
provi de perfect fodder for the |libel |awers. And the nere fact that such
books are in the market, in addition to the pages and pages of poi son-pen
| etters being circul ated or gi gabytes of di sparaging materials on the
Internet, is enough to showthe intensity of Malay politics and the
passion it drives even in the innocent bystander

It reflects to a certain extent too, fromthe prolific products of sone
witers, howtheir fertile m nds work.

Just the other day Umo I nformation chief Tan Sri Megat Juni d Megat Ayob
spoke on this subject, sayi ng candi dat es who sponsor witers to boost
their i mage ahead of the party elections will face di sciplinary action

For reasons that are not quite clear, the veteran politician did not
touch so nuch on nercenary witers on an attacki ng spree but appeared nore
concerned about writers who appl e-polish or act as spin doctors for
candi dat es.

"Aski ng people to wite good things about you when you are vying for
posts contravenes the party's election ethics,” the NST quoted hi mon
Fri day.

Sure. Asking people to wite or say only the good things about you is
downri ght di sgraceful under any circunstances and not just restrictedto
gl ory-seeking politicians in party elections. But it remains to be seen
howthis regulationis going to be enforced since even a sinple story in
t he newspapers about, say, a Datuk X, could be interpreted in nmany ways
and mi sconstrued as canpai gn propaganda or spin-doctoring, and is thus
agai nst the code of ethics.

Wrse, it could be the work of Datuk X' s main rival to do himin and get
hi mdi squalified. And don't forget. This is the cyber age where a nessage
on the Internet or on the cell phone is Iike a needle in a haystack.

It is understood that at | east one aspirant has started his campaign in
earnest, produci ng anong ot hers a VCD conveyi ng t he good stuff about
himsel f. What's wwong with that? But he could run foul of the regul ations
if it comes down to splitting hairs.

Gui delines just issued by the Umo secretariat on the code of ethics for
the elections in fact appear to be the toughest ever in the history of the
party.

For instance, under C ause 3.1 dealing with abuse of power and noney
politics, a party nmenber is not allowed to use his position to garner
support for hinmself or for anyone el se. In short, no direct canpagni ng. On
top of that, the receiving or giving of gifts (nonetary, services, travel
fares, entertainment) is strictly prohibited evenif the gifts have got
not hi ng what soever to do with the el ections. And this ban extends to the



menber' s spouse and children as well as his agent.

Under O ause 3.3, there shall be no canpai gni ng or sl andering through
t he nedi a or through the publication of books and nmagazi nes

It will be interesting to see how Umo nenbers, nost of whomare known
to be so passionate about party politics especially in the conpany of
their ot her col | eagues when el ection is around the corner, would react to
the various restrictions when the crunch begins. And the critical noment
will start fromnext week till the third week of Septenber when Umo hol ds
its elections for the key office-bearers during the annual assenbly.

The party's 19, 232 branches throughout the country will hold their
el ections first next nonth, followed by the 191 divisions in July and,
judging fromthe runblings on the ground, this is going to be quite
electrifying. It is the first under a newl eadership, first after the
general el ection where rewards and penal ties count, first after the
redel i neati on of divisions and, nost significantly, one that could
probably establish a |ineage of the party's next echel on of | eaders.

Wth four nonths to go, a few have already openly declared their
intentions to contest for the vice-presidency (three posts) and many nore
for a coveted seat in the supreme council (25 el ected posts).

The intensity of the challenge coul d be seen fromthe | ast party
el ection because for the supreme council seats al one, 68 candi dat es
contested. This time around, thereis likely to be nore. Even with the
various restrictions on canpai gni ng, nmenbers are attuned to making it the
art of the possible.

( END)



	Spinning venom and the art of the possible (NST 27/05/2004)

