12/ 06/ 2004

“Don't stir up Musli mPMi ssue'

PUTRAJAYA, Fri. - Deputy Prime Mnistry Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak today
war ned Qpposition | eader LimKit Siang against stirring up the "non-issue"
of the Prime M nister being Miuslim

He said it was a | ong-standi ng convention that the head of the Barisan
Nasi onal was chosen to | ead the Governnent, as | ong as the BN won t he
general election. As Umo was the majority party in BN, the head of
government was fromthat party.

"This has al ways been the practice and the peopl e have | ong accept ed
this. There is no reason for (Lim to raise this issue now," Najib said.

"I do not knowwhat his aimis inraising the matter. For Ml aysi ans, it
is a non-issue and there is no dispute about it."

Najib noted that it was clearly stated in the Federal Constitution that
I slamwas the official religion of the country, although there was no
constitutional provision for the head of the Federal Governnent being a
Muslim

"It is by convention that it is so. If things are working well, why
should we bring it up as an issue?"

Naji b was comenting on the i ssue Limraised in Parlianent during the
Supply (Real | ocation of Appropriated Expenditure) Bill 2004 debate.

The Opposition Leader had questioned forrmer Prinme M nister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad' s decl arati on of Mal aysia as an Islanic state and the
practice of appointing Miuslins to head the Federal Governnent.

Naji b earlier met Australian Foreign M nister Al exander Downer at his
of fice here.

On inproving bilateral relations, Najib said Mal aysia and Australia
woul d study further investment prospects that woul d bring mutual benefit.

He sai d whil e Mal aysi a woul d focus on education and defence, Australia
woul d encourage i nvestnent in Mal aysia. Australian investment here is
currently valued at RML. 04 billion.

To boost econonic ties, Najib said Mal aysi a was al so consi deri ng si gni ng
a free trade agreenent with Australia, which had al ready done so with
Si ngapor e and Thai | and.

The International Trade and Industry Mnistry would study the matter,
whi ch was rai sed by Downer, before taking it to the Cabinet.
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