29/ 04/ 2004

“Let experts decide on | anguage i ssue'

ALOR STAR, Wed. - Mal aysi ans should remain cal mon the i ssue of Bahasa
Mel ayu purity as a m sunderstanding could create arift, fornmer Prine
M ni ster Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d today.

"Allow t he I anguage experts to decide on the i ssue of m xing foreign
| anguages, especially English, with Bahasa Mel ayu, instead of getting
enmotional ,” he said after perform ng the ground-breaking cerenony for the
new Kedah Mal ay Assenbly Hall at Lebuhraya Darul aman here today.

The assenbly rai sed Rvb00, 000 i n donati ons which will go towards the
construction of the RMB nillion building.

Dr Mahat hir said the experts shoul d conduct an in-depth study to decide
whet her the current usage is "pure or otherw se".

At the sane tine, he rem nded Mal aysians to refrain frompassi ng renarks
or comments whi ch coul d aggravate the situation.

"The outcone of the study will deci de whether the | anguage used today is
actual "~ Bahasa Melayu rojak' or if it is heading towards that," he said.
"I find that those who are tal king about this do not really understand the
reason or the state of the |l anguage itself."

"I'f we | ook cl osely, Bahasa Mel ayu has been borrowi ng terns fromthe
Arabs after Islamcane in," he said.
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