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St aks has staked much on better ties

By Bal an Mbses

THERE i s just a hint of cigar snmoke in the air at the residence of Juergen
A. R Staks as the outgoing Gerrman envoy to Mal aysia sits back to ponder
the highlights of his termin the country.

After a brief mnute to reflect on an answer to a questionin this
regard, the 62-year-old career diplomat on his penultimate posting before
retirement picks better peopl e-to-people relations as perhaps his finest
achi evenent .

Hi s taste for Cuban and Brazilian cigars notwithstanding, it is probably
peopl e whom St aks hankers after nobst. And t he house at 16, Jal an Ki a Peng
has seen nore than its share of both over the past 3 1/2 years that the
| awyer by training has served i n Kual a Lunpur.

It has been the scene of dinners for large crowds or snmall er groups at
lunch with swirls of cigar snoke al ways ri sing above the scintillating
conversation | ed by the | oquaci ous Staks and w fe Moni ka.

The anbassador designate to Croatia, always nodest in underlining his
achi evenents, does not even try to underplay the rol e his residence has
pl ayed i n enhancing bilateral ties.

"Thi s house has seen nore than 5,000 guests since February 2001 when
t ook over here as anbassador. For nme, this house has been the focus of
ti es between the peopl e of Germany, Mal aysia and their friends," he said
in arecent interviewat the house.

It is perhaps nore Staks' enviable effort to court Mal aysi ans than the
house per se that has led to this equable state of affairs. Ml aysian
Foreign Mnistry officials, avariety of Mal aysians fromdifferent
pr of essi ons and di pl omat s have a good word for the native of Bonn - and it
invariably |l eads to his professionalism

Staks is what many woul d call a consummmate di pl omat: one who knows his
turf, understands the dynam cs of the situation and is not afraid to put
his ideas into practice.

Not surprising for soneone who has nade di pl omacy his trade for the past
32 years.

"l have succeeded, in all nodesty, in bringing Germans together with
Mal aysi ans in a variety of situations, anong others, in politics, trade,
culture and tourism" says the father of two whose daughters are at
university in Gernany.

One could not fail to notice the | ook of frequent satisfaction that
appeared on the face of the veteran diplomat during the hour-1|ong
interviewin a short-sleeved shirt and di spensed coffee

An event that will forever remain in his mnd (besides standing at the
top of Gunung Ki nabal u) when he recol | ects happenings in Malaysia will be
the state visit of German Chancel |l or Gerhard Schroeder to Mal aysi a on May
19 | ast year.

It will be indelibly etched in his mind for it was the kind of
assi gnment expected by nmany di pl omats but experienced by few - in Staks
case, al so uni que as no Gernan head of state had ever visited Ml aysi a
before.

"I't was at the peak of the Severe Respiratory Syndrone outbreak in the
region. It was atrying tine for all," he says with the air of
satisfaction of one who has achi eved sonet hi ng cormendabl e to be
remenbered for life.

The anbassador's suggestion that the Chancell or nake a speech i n Kual a



Lunmpur intended for the region was accept ed whol e-heartedly.

Thi nki ng back, Staks is staggered by the |l evel of friendship and
under st andi ng bet ween Schr oeder and former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohaned.

"They were like old friends, very am cabl e and wi t h an under st andi ng
bet ween t hemt hat was pal pabl e,” he sai d, adding that Dr Mahat hir had net
with an equally friendly reception in Berlin the year before.

According to Staks, who plans to enter |ocal politics in Bonn on
retirement inthree years, the good ties between both nations is al so
reflected in the bilateral trade relationship

The crowning glory of this relationship is undoubtedly Tanjung PLC s
"Tropi cal Islands” in Briesen-Brand, a federal state surrounding Berlin.

St aks, who has nmet Mal aysian billionaire A K Ananda Kri shnan, owner of
t he company, feels the project is the best advertisenent for Malaysia in
Ger many.

"I't will have beaches, tropical forests and things Mal aysian to create a
mni-Malaysia. | amsure the German people will find it nost atractive,"
he says of the nearly RVM00 million project that will openits doors to
the public by the end of the year

He is also particularly proud of the BMWand DHL I T centres in
Cyberjaya, the BMNpl ant being built in Johor and the DHL regi onal centre
bei ng constructed i n Puchong, Sel angor.

No conversation with Staks can, however, end without his nentioning the
RVD billion BASF petro-chemical joint venture with Petronas, the | argest
German investment in the country.

He reel s of f other names of compani es that are doi ng "good" busi ness
here - Sienens, Daimer-Chrysler, Gsram B. Braun and the little-known
Schmitter Group that produces notor parts.

What of cross investments in Gernmany by Mal aysi an conpani es?

He is particularly inpressed by Hong Leong' s producti on of Zschoppan
nmotorcycles at its plant in Saxony for the German narket.

"W have been trying to convince the Mnistry of Trade and I ndustry to
encour age, with some neasure of success, Ml aysian conpanies to invest in
Ger many. "

Staks is optimstic that M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz's visit to
Germany in October will yield dividends for the trade rel ati onship.

O particular interest will be the signing of the agreenent on the
Ger man- Mal aysi an Joi nt Commi ssi on on Econonic Affairs, an instrunent that
i s expected to pave the way for closer economc ties.

He will, of course, do the necessary | egwork on the agreenent on an
unofficial basis while attendi ng the Gernman anbassadors' neeting in
Sept enber .

St aks has al so perforned one of his | ast tasks as anbassador - briefing
successor Herbert Gess, outgoi ng German anbassador in Manila, who assunes
duty here on Aug 5.

A batchmate of Staks in the "crew' of 1972 entering di pl onatic servi ce,
the forner deputy chief of m ssion in Kuala Lunmpur had a wor ki ng weekend
here recently that proved fruitful

"Gess found that Kual a Lunpur has changed a | ot since the 1980s when he
served here

"He understands the dynamics of the city and is prepared for the task
ahead, " he says of the anmbassador designate here.

What are his plans for the next three years?

"I realisethereis alife after foreign service. | intend to spend tine
wi th ny daughters, travel to the fornmer Eastern European countries, and
al so get to know Gernany better."

Moni ka, who by Staks own admi ssion "has devel oped quite a cl ose



enotional relationship with Mal aysia", has quietly served the bil ateral
rel ati onshi p by bei ng the qui ntessential hostess.

So al so his daughters who drop by Kual a Lunpur as often as they can to
| ook up Mal aysi an friends and generally enjoy alifestyle they miss in
Eur ope.

I's there anything that he regrets not having acconpli shed?

The envoy, who has made a nane for hinself for his thoroughness at work,
thinks for a noment and shakes his head.

"No. There are a few other things but | have to | eave sonething for ny
successor to do," he says with an earnestness that | eaves no roomfor
doubt about his dedication to the job.

( END)
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