25/ 02/ 2004

Book on what's an Islamc state

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The question of what constitutes an Islamc state
wi Il be discussed in a book entitled Malaysia as an Islanmic State, to be
| aunched this week.

The book, a project of the Institute of Islam c Understandi ng Mal aysi a
(Ikim, will feature articles by Tun Dr Mahat hi r Mohamad, |ki mchairnman
Tan Sri Dr Ahmad Sarji Abdul Hami d and director-general Datuk Dr Abdul
Moni r Yaacob.

The publication was not neant to counter Pas' |slamc state document
rel eased | ast Novenber, said Monir.

"W know Pas does not regard Mal aysia as an Islamic state. Qur viewis
(an Islamc state) involves nore than just hudud laws. If a nation's
policies are consistent with the wel fare of the rakyat and facilitate the
advancerent of Islam thenit is a Muslimcountry," he said.

"The book is not meant as an el ection docurment," he added.

The 850-page book will be | aunched on Friday at a sem nar on "Ml aysia's
Achi evenents as an Islanmic State", to be opened by Deputy Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Naji b Razak. Partici pants include acadenics, religi ous heads
and representatives frompolitical parties.

"Dewan Ul arma Pas head Dat uk Harun Tai b has confirmed his attendance. W
hope that the Denocratic Action Party and Parti Keadil an Nasi onal, whom we
have invited, will send representatives," said Monir, who will al so
present a paper at the seninar.
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