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Steering LIDto firmer ground

By Saiful Azhar Abdullah

COULD it be the | ast Langkawi International Di al ogue? Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahmad Badawi quashed al |l doubts | ast week. SAI FUL AZHAR ABDULLAH writes on
how the Prinme M nister nmade his mark at the Smart Partnership dial ogue.

SIR Ketumi |l e Masire, the forner President of Botswana, sitting next to
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi i n a conference roomat Pel angi Beach
Resort on the eve of the Langkawi International Dial ogue, nade this
remark: "W need Mal aysi a nore than they need us."

Those who had attended previous di al ogues or had becone advocates of the
Smart Partnership dial ogue knew what he neant.

Masi re was anong t he Heads of State and Governnent from Southern Africa,
Asi a and the Cari bbean who converged on Langkawi in 1995, curious to find
out what the Smart Partnershi p novenent was all about.

Since then, Masire has attended nost of the dial ogues, whether in
Langkawi , southern Africa or the Caribbean.

And on Saturday, he was again with the Prine Mnister to convey to the
medi a what they had achi eved after three days of "dial ogui ng" and
net wor ki ng.

What started out as just a sinple dial ogue session in 1995 in Langkaw
has becone a much awaited event anobng the "Smart Partners" in Africa.

When t he di al ogue was held in Ezul wi ni, Swazil and, | ast year, known as
the Southern Africa International Dial ogue whenever it's held in the
region, it energed as the biggest event ever held by the ki ngdom

So excited were the Swazis that they cane in droves to pl edge chi cken,
cattle, dinners and | unches to denonstrate their support and expectati ons
of the Smart Partnership dial ogue.

A 10-year-ol d boy, Phephisa Nxmul a, donated five chickens to help his
nmonarch, King Mswati 111, to hold the dial ogue.

"The di al ogue does not necessarily provide food on the table but it
provides a tool to a poor country |like us to prosper for the betternent of
t he peopl e, " exhorted Swazil and' s Economi ¢ Pl anni ng and Devel opnent
M nister Prince Guduza.

Who benefits nost fromthe dialogue? It was them And who is their role
nodel ? It's Mal aysi a.

When Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad st epped down | ast year, sone quarters cast
doubt on whet her Abdul | ah would want it to conti nue.

In the first place, there shouldn't be any doubt. "It's a platformfor
the Prine Mnister to reach out to the devel oping world,"” said a senior
official.

The | oud cheers and accol ades for Abdul | ah, perform ng his duties as the
host patron for the first tine, at the just concl uded Langkaw
I nternational Dial ogue, were understandabl e.

They wanted to hear fromhi mpersonally, and the Prime M nister gave his
word in the presence of the Heads of State and Gover nnent and for ner
Presidents and Prime Mnisters, including his predecessor, Dr Mahathir,
who spear headed t he Smart Partnershi p novenent, that "I amcomitted to
this dial ogue".

"At the last Smart Partnership dial ogue, | was asked what's going to
happen to the Langkawi International Dial ogue after Dr Mahathir retires
and after | take over.

"At that point of tine, | gave ny pronise that the Langkaw di al ogue
woul d continue and today it has becone areality."



The continuity denonstrated by Dr Mahat hir and Abdul | ah was i nport ant
for this nmovenment, said Datuk Dr M haela Smth, chief executive of the
Conmmonweal t h Part nershi p for Technol ogy Managenent, one of the organi sers
of the event.

In fact, the snooth transition of power fromDr Mahat hir to Abdul | ah,
said M hael a, had been seen as anobng the nmany success stories that could
be adopt ed by ot her devel opi ng nations in the Smart Partnershi p novenent.

Now t hat Abdul | ah has gi ven his commitment, the dial ogue has been gi ven
a much stronger footing.

Now it's Abdullah turn to showthe way to the devel opi ng nati ons. The
Smart Partners fromsouthern Africa have started to | ook up to himfor
i deas on how to manage their countries better.

At | ast week's Langkawi D al ogue, they heard Mal aysi a's ot her
experiences. They pi cked Abdul | ah's thoughts on the challenges to
devel opnent. They |istened to how Mal aysi a succeeded i n eradi cating the
human di vi de; how Mal aysi a over cane poverty, and successful | y brought down
the poverty rate fromb52 per cent in 1970 to 15 per cent in 1990.

They were briefed on Mal aysi a's bol d soci al engi neering approach. And
Abdul | ah expounded on why a Government should rule with integrity and
transparency.

They all concurred with the Prime Mnister that the probl ens of
corruption and conflict had taken a toll on the devel opnent of their
countries.

Let's give credit where it's due. And Abdul | ah deserved that credit, for
maki ng this year's dial ogue a success.

Despite that success, there were mnor grievances that need to be
addressed by the organi sers before Mal aysi a hosts the next Langkaw
International Dial ogue in 2006.

One of themwas the dwi ndling participation of Mal aysia' s proni nent
corporate executives.

Unli ke the 1995 and 1996 di al ogues, fewer Ml aysi an captains of industry
made their presence felt in the dial ogue.

"Per haps sone of our corporate people feel that they are so well off
today that they no | onger need to attend such a di al ogue, " said an
official.

But they have becone rol e nodels to t he busi nesses in the devel opi ng
nati ons. Their experiences are useful to other businessmen and our young
entr epr enuers.

Therefore, their presence will be appreciated by their fell ow
busi nessnmen. These young busi nessnen are hungry for their gui dance.
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