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St eadf ast i n hel pi ng Chi nese comunity

By Yong Ti am Kui

THE Kual a Lunpur and Sel angor Chi nese Chanber of Commerce and | ndustry is
marki ng i ts 100t h anni versary with three days of cel ebrati ons begi nni ng
next Wednesday. YONG TI AM KUl takes a | ook at the chamber's col ourful

hi story.

THE nanes of the founders of the Kual a Lunmpur and Sel angor Chi nese
Chanber of Conmerce and Industry read like alist of the city's roads -
Loke Yew, Chan Sow Lin, Chow Ki at and ot hers.

These sel f-made nillionaire towkays of yesteryear, who were the novers
and shakers of old Kuala Lunpur, felt that there was a need for an
organi sati on that woul d represent the i nterests of Chi nese busi nessnmen and
t he Chi nese community in general

The idea was floated in an article in the Malay Mail and upon recei vi ng
an ent husi astic response, the "Conmerci al Bureau" was set up on March 27,
1904 with Loke Yew at the helm

The bureau served as an informal |iaison office between the British
Admi ni stration and the Chinese conmmunity. It also hel ped to transl ate new
| aws and regul ati ons i nt o Chi nese and di ssem nat ed themanong t he busi ness
comunity. This was crucial as very few Chi nese were conversant with
English then.

Besi des hel ping to organise rites of passage such as weddi ng and funera
cerenonies for its nmenbers, the bureau al so hel ped settle disputes within
t he busi ness conmunity as t he Chi nese had a mar ked aversi on to bringing
matters to court. It also played a leading role in the pronotion of
Chi nese education and social welfare activities.

Unfortunately, little el seis known about the bureau' s activities before
t he Second Worl d War because the chanber's records are no | onger extant.
They were deliberately destroyed to prevent the Japanese occupiers from
identifying its menbers as they had hel ped to rai se funds for the anti -
Japanese war effort in China

"The Chi nese community raised funds to buy weapons and provi de support
for the then Governnent of China. Wio gave and how much, it was all
recor ded.

" So, when the Japanese i nvaded Ml aya, Chi nese associ ati ons and
organi sations had to destroy the incrimnating evidence," says the
Chanber' s vice-president Mew Jin Seng.

Mermber s had good reason to fear Japanese reprisal. The chanber, |ike
many ot her Chi nese organi sati ons, had al so hel ped to nobilise 3,000 | ocal
Chi nese youths to hel p build the famous Burma Road. This 1, 120kmstretch
of road, whi ch snaked t hrough sone of the npbst i npassable terraininthe
worl d, fromthe southwestern Chinese city of Kunming to Lashio in Myanmar
pl ayed a crucial role in China's survival

It was the only possible route for Anerican mlitary supplies to nake
their way to the enbattl ed Kuoni ntang regi me as t he advanci ng | nperi al
Japanese Arny had seized all of China's seaports.

As a consequence, the chanber had to lie | ow during the Japanese
Cccupation. But with the return of the British, it was once again called
upon to defend the interests of the Chinese comunity.

The Inmigration (Control) Act 1950 was of particular concern to the
Chi nese communi ty because it declared that those who were bornin the
various Mal ay States who had not been awarded Federal citizenship woul d
not enjoy the sane rights of entry into the Federation enjoyed by those



born i n Penang, Mal acca and Si ngapore. The Mal ays were exenpted fromthe
limtations of this Act.

At the tinme, only sone 120, 000 peopl e had been awar ded Feder al
citizenship, so the overwhel ning mgjority of Chinese borninthe
Federation woul d not be able to re-enter the Federation w thout
i mm gration passes. The chamnber col | aborated wi th 50 Chi nese organi sati ons
in Selangor to draft a petition requesting that the authorities repeal the
Act .

After studying the Mal ayan Federal Constitution Proposal, the chanber
subm tted a menorandumrequesti ng, anong ot her things, that (1) those born
I ocally shoul d be given citizenship; (2) equal treatnment be givento
nmot her tongue education; (3) foreigners who reside inthe country for five
years have the right to apply for citizenship; (4) Parliament is to be
conducted multi-lingually; and (5) applications for citizenship shoul d not
be subjected to the limtation of knowl edge i n certain | anguages.

The chanber has changed its nane several tines over the years. It was
known variously as t he Cormer ci al Bureau, Chi nese Conmmerci al Bureau and
Sel angor Chi nese Chanmber of Commerce. |t adopted its current name - The
Kual a Lunpur and Sel angor Chi nese Chanber of Commerce and I ndustry - in
1983.

The chanber has been based at its present |ocation in Jal an Anpang si nce
July 1, 1995. Prior to that, the chanber operated fromrented premnises in
t he Sel angor Chi nese Assenbly Hal | .

Mew says t he chanber continues to work cl osely with the Gover nnment and
regul arly nakes reconmendati ons on policy matters.

In 1988, the chanber responded to then Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad' s call to boost | ocal demand for Ml aysi an products by
hol di ng an exhi bition of nade-in-Mal aysi a products.

In 1998, it organi sed the "Love Mal aysi a Buy Mal aysi an Products" trade
fair to help the econony recover fromthe Asian financial crisis of 1997.

The chanber al so forwarded 11 proposal s for turning the econony around
at a cl osed-door National Econom c Recovery Plan briefing with Dr
Mahat hi r.

When the pig farm ng i ndustry was devastated by the N pah epidenmic in
1999, the chamber and seven ot her maj or Chi nese organi sations subnmtted a
menor andumcont ai ni ng fi ve proposal s for overcomni ng probl ens faced by pig
farmers to the Government.

The chanber has been expanding its role over the years and has set up a
nunber of specialised comrittees to serve its nmenbers better.

In 1991, for instance, the Financial and Economni c Research Conmittee was
created and given the task to carry out neticul ous anal ysis of the
country's econonic policies and related financial matters so that nmenbers
were kept informed of the | atest devel opnents.

The committee has al so hel d sem nars and foruns on numerous topics
including Listen to What Experts Have to Say on the " 98 Fi nanci al Budget,
How to Turn the Econony of the Nation Around, The Financial Crisis
Econom ¢ | npact on East Asia, Capital and Forei gn Exchange Control s and
Opportunities for Chi nese Busi nessnen/ Entrepreneurs in the 8th Ml aysi an
Pl an, Opportunities and Chall enges with China's WIOEntry and Looki ng at
t he 2004 Budget fromthe Taxati on Point of View

When it becane cl ear that the Government was pl aci ng renewed enphasi s on
agriculture, the chanber set up an agriculture conmttee to | ook i nto ways
to pronote the industry.

In 1983, it set up a RML nmillion scholarship fund for needy students.

El even years | ater, the chanber set aside another RML nmillion for a
bursary to provide study | oans. Both funds provi de assi stance to students
irrespective of their racial origin.



Menmbers' invol vement in Chinese education continues to this day. Most of
its council menbers sit on the boards of four i ndependent Chi nese school s
in Kual a Lumpur - Confucian Private Secondary School, Kuen Cheng Grl's
H gh School, Chong Hwa | ndependent H gh School and Tsun Ji n Hi gh School .

The chanber has been recogni sed by the Regi strar of Societies as one of
the country's 10 nost active and wel |l -managed soci eti es Ml aysi a.

It has devel oped strong | i nkages wi t h Chi nese busi ness organi sations in
t he Asean region, China, North America and Australi a.

Today, the chanber has a nenbership of 66 trade associations, 1,517
conpani es, 193 i ndivi dual nenbers and 12 associ at e nenbers.
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