12/ 05/ 2004
St age set for nore Cuban sizzle

By Ooi Kok Chuen
CUBAN Anbassador Pedro Monzon Barata is working tirel essly to acquaint
Mal aysia with Cuban art and culture. OO KOK CHUEN reports.

| F you think Lady Salsa is sizzlingly hot, you haven't seen nothing yet.
Cuban Anbassador Pedro Monzon Barata, who was i nstrunental in pushing for
t he nusi cal extravaganza's debut at Genting Hi ghl ands | ast Sept enber, said
t he next nusical, Havana N ght, prom ses double the excitenent and
gl anour .

"lIt's bigger and nore sophisticated,” said Barata, who is thinking of
hosting it during the Decenber holidays, at a venue yet to be deci ded.

Havana Ni ght wi || boast | avish sets, dazzling costunes, nenorabl e songs
and energetic dance routines |ike the runba, sal sa and Cuban fl anenco.

Since he was appoi nted anbassador to Mal aysia, with accreditationto
Brunei and Tinor Leste, Barata and his w fe Syl via have been working
i ndefatigably to acquai nt Mal aysians with Cuban living arts and cul ture.

There's nore to Cuba than just cigars, and maybe coffee and i ce-cream
| obsters, and beer, wine and Myjito (a Cari bbean cocktail).

After the back-to-back cel ebrations of Cuban art in Kuala Lunpur - the
"New Route to Cuban Art" exhibition at the National Art Gallery and the
pai ntings-only "Cuban Passion" show at Wsnma Soka Gakkai in March-April -
t he Baratas have packaged a mni festival to be held later this nonth in
Penang, at Universiti Sains Malaysia It wll feature Cuban painter-
ceram st Nel son Domi nguez.

Domi nguez had exhi bited his works at the ABN-Anmro Bank Gall ery i n Penang
and t he Townhouse Gal l ery i n Kual a Lunpur | ast Decenber, but this tinme he
will collaborate with local artists on a nural. Last Novenber, there was
an exhi bition of Cuban photography at Mizi um Negar a.

There is al so the establishnent of the Ml aysi an- Cuban Fri endship
Associ ation. Barata is | ooking at greater peopl e-to-peopl e exchanges at
all levels, and the establishnment of the associationwll help facilitate
this.

"l want maxi num co-operation, besides business and trade, to cenent and
forma nore lasting relationship. And art is a bridge, a formof
communi cati on,” he said.

He proposes to take a group of Mal aysian artists, traditional dancers
and musicians to Cuba, especially with next year being the 30th
anni versary of rel ati ons between Mal aysi a and Cuba al t hough t he turni ng
poi nt canme when then Prine M nister Datuk Seri (now Tun) Dr Mahat hir
Mbhanmad vi sited Cuba in 1997.

Barata brings into his office a wi de range of experiences, with a marked
interest in the finer arts.

He first came to know about Mal aysia, and its then Look East policy,
when he was in Japan for four years. He studied political science and
foreign relations, majoring in Japanese studi es.

He was posted back to Cuba where he becane a professor at an academ c
institution, before beconing director of foreignrelations at the Mnistry
of Culture.

* The witer can be contacted at ooi @stp.com ny
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