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Strategies to solve south Thail and probl em

K. S.

SCLVI NG t he econoni ¢, social and cultural problens of Thai Muslins in
sout h Thail and requires pro-active, conprehensive strategi es over the
short, mediumand |l ong terns.

Such strategies can only be effective if there is conmtnent, goodwll,
co-operation and good rel ati ons between the Thai Governnent and Thai
Musl i s.

Al'l this needs to be put in place as soon as possi bl e as genui ne peace
and stability in south Thailand is inmportant for Thailand and its
relations withits Muslimrajority nei ghbouring countries.

Al people, including Thai Mislins, must reject viol ence, death and
destruction as ways to address the probl ens i n south Thail and. Such ways
woul d not solve the probl ens but would only make conditions worse for
everyone.

Thai Muslims should foll owthe wi se advice fromTun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
when he said at the Organi sation of Islamc Conference sunmit in Kual a
Lunmpur that Muslins shoul d pause and use their heads and strategise to
successfully attain their ainms, and not resort to enoti on and vi ol ence
even if they areindifficult conditions.

The Thai plan to construct a border fence, and simultaneously rai se RV68
mllion for devel oping the south regi on, appears to be part of a stick-
and-carrot strategy for the short termto address the problem This action
appears likely to reduce theirrational violence in the short term and as
such shoul d be wel coned by noderate, peace-|oving peopl e who al so hope for
broader and | onger-term steps

The fence has al so t he added benefit of reducing snuggling and illega
entries along the border
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