11/ 03/ 2004
Subr amani am dr opped to ~make way for new bl ood'

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Datuk S. Subramani amwas today dropped fromthe MC s
l'ine-up of candi dates for the general election and party president Datuk
Seri S. Sany Vellu said the decision was "to nake way for new bl ood".

Asked why t he Deputy Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs M nister and
Segamat MP was bei ng sidelined, Sany Vellu said he was not excl udi ng
anyone but was nerely putting up a newteamw th a bl end of new and old
faces.

"I mnot dropping anybody, |I'mjust changing ...because | feel that sonme
new faces have to be introduced. | have to change in order to work as a
teamto address the chal |l enges faced by the Mal aysi an- 1 ndi an conmunity.

"l also feel duty-bound to provide opportunities to others who have
served the party for along tine," he said at his Woirks Mnistry office.

The new M C candi date for Segamat will be a skin specialist from
Mal acca, Dr S. Subramani am who is Mal acca M C deputy chi ef.

Sany Vel | u dism ssed fears that the exclusion of his deputy woul d divi de
the party and erode the | ndian conmunity's support for the BN

"I don't think anything can upset the perfornmance of the MC. It will be
better than 1999."

Asked to describe his relationship with his deputy now, since it's an
open secret that the two have not seen eye to eye for nore than a decade,
Sany Vellu said:

"I don't want to say anything about relationship. I'monly tal ki ng about
the el ection candidates list."

He al so refuted clains that there were different canps in the party.

"There are no canps in MC, thereis only one canp ... that is the canp
of the president.

"Dat uk Subra has al ready had everything. He has been an M,
parliamentary secretary and deputy minister for many years.

"He has been an MP, except for one termwhen he | ost his seat and
another termwhen | did not give himthe seat due to the political
situation at that tine.

"But still, within a nmonth | called himback; | asked (former Prinme
M ni ster Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad) to appoi nt hi mas senator and I gave him
the deputy minister's position w thout any objection."

The M C candi dates for parlianmentary seats are Sany Vel |l u (Sungai
Siput), Datuk S. Veerasi ngam (Tapah), Tan Sri K. S. Nijhar (Subang), Datuk
G Pal anivel (Hulu Sel angor), S. Sothinathan (Tel uk Kemang), Komal a
Kri shnanoorthy (Kapar), Dr S. Subramani am(Segamat), Youth chief S
Vi gneswar an ( Kot a Raj a) and educati oni st S. Devanany ( Caner on Hi ghl ands).

The four new state seats will be contested by Youth deputy chief S
Ram s (Kahang, Johor), Johor Youth deputy chief M Asojan (Gnbir, Johor),
Senat or R Appal anai du (Behrang, Perak) and P. Subbi yah (Bagan Dal am
Penang) .

The others are Datuk K. Rajapathy (Prai), Datuk V. Saravanan (Bukit
Sel anbau, Kedah), S. Ganesan (Lunas, Kedah), M Devandran (Sabai, Pahang),
Dr L. Krishnan (JeramPadang, Negri Senbilan), Datuk T. Raj agopal u (Port
Di ckson), Datuk G Raj oo (Hutan Melintang, Perak), M Ranmachandran (Pasir
Panj ang, Perak), R Ganesan (Sungkai, Perak), K.  Sivalingam(I] ok,

Sel angor), V. Jagarasah (Batu Caves), Kanal a Ganapat hy (Sri Andal as,
Sel angor), Datuk R Raghavan (Asahan, Mal acca), Datuk K. S. Bal akri shnan
(Permas, Johor), and S. Krisnasany (Tenggaroh, Johor).



In Putrajaya, a few hundred supporters of Datuk Subramani amgat hered in
front of the residence of Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi toni ght to seek
the Prine M nister's intervention regardi ng Subramani am s candi dacy in the
general el ection.

They had gat hered fol | owi ng news t hat Subramani amhad been dropped from
the MCIlist of candidates.

The supporters carried a banner sayi ng "W Want Dat uk Subra" and fl ags
of the nation coalition.

They were hoping to see the Prime M nister who was in Perlis to neet BN
menbers there.
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