12/ 07/ 2004
Support builds for Pak Lah and Najib (HL)

By Zubai dah Bakar; Sarban Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Ummo grassroots spoke | oud and cl ear over the weekend
and thei r nessage was unm st akabl e: They want Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi to | ead the party.

Al'l 57 divisions that nmet today noninated the Prime Mnister for the top
post in Umo bringing the nunber of nom nations so far to 66.

The support fromthe divisions today was significant for two reasons.

Firstly, it nmeant that Abdullah had obtai ned enough nom nations to be
eligible to contest the post at the party el ections in Septenber.
(Candi dat es who want to contest the party presidency nust obtain 58
nom nati ons or 30 per cent of support fromthe 191 divisions.)

Secondly, the grassroots support which Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah sai d
pronpted himto declare on Friday his interest to contest the number one
position appeared to be non-existent.

Even t he supposed "surprise result" at the Bandar Tun Razak di vi sion did
not naterialise. In the run-up to today's nmeeting, there was specul ation
that the division would give the Kelantan prince his first nom nation

But it transpired that the division deci ded on Thursday that Abdul | ah
and Datuk Seri Najib Razak be nonminated for president and deputy
presi dent.

Di vi si on secretary Zaharin Mohd Yassin said that all al ong the division
was only prepared to nonmi nate Razal ei gh for one of the vice-presidents
posi tions.

"But Tengku Razal eigh is not interested in a vice-president's position
so we did not nonminate him" he said.

Zaharin said that people fromoutside the division had approached hi m
and asked hi mto nonmi nate Razal ei gh for the president's post.

"Peopl e thought that as | amclose to Tengku Razal ei gh, | woul d use ny
i nfluence in the division

"But | chose to leave it to the division," he added.

The trend across the country showed t hat Umo divi sions held to the
deci si on of the suprene council that the president and deputy president's
posts be uncont est ed.

Most divisions will hold their nmeetings on July 17 and 18, the | ast
weekend before the July 22 deadline

The Bandar Tun Razak and Bat u Gaj ah di vi si ons nomi nat ed Razal eigh to
cont est agai nst then Umo president Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad i n 1987.

Naj i b, who was al so endorsed by the supreme council as the sole
candi date for the No. 2 post, al so got the support of all 57 divisions
whi ch nmet today.

Al'l six divisions in Penang which net today - Bukit Mertajam Bayan
Baru, Batu Kawan, Bagan, Bukit Gelugor and Tasek Gel ugor - nom nated
Abdul | ah and Naj i b.

Bayan Baru di vi sion chief Datuk Mohd Zin Orar said the division
nom nat ed Abdul | ah and Najib for the top two positions as they were an
excel | ent conbi nati on.

"We don't think this partnership should be separated. There is no need
for others," he said.

Penang deputy |iaison conmittee chairman Datuk Seri Dr Hi I m Yahaya
rem nded Bukit Gel ugor division nmenbers of the split in 1987 when
Razal ei gh chal | enged Dr Mahathir. "W should all recall what happened
then. It should serve as a |l esson and reni nd us who we shoul dn't support."”



Three divisions in Perak - Kual a Kangsar, Tapah and Parit - al so gave
their nom mations to the two | eaders. Kual a Kangsar di vi si on chi ef Dat uk
Ramy Zahari said Umo menbers shoul d respect the suprene council decision
for the two top party posts to be uncontested.

"People will not respect us if we do not followthe decision nmade by the
party | eadership," said Ramy.

Nom nations for Abdullah and Najib al so came from anong others, Padang
Terap (Kedah), Renmbau, Rasah, Tel ok Kermang, Jel ebu and Jenpol (Negri
Senbi | an), Masjid Tanah, Jasin, Kota Mel aka and Tangga Bat u (Mal acca),

Tuar an, Putatan, Penanpang, Kal abakan and Tawau ( Sabah), and Ampang,
Kepong, Seputeh, Lenbah Pantai, Setiawangsa and Labuan (FT). O her
nom nati ons came fromsSi npang Renggam Seganmat, Pasir Gudang, Kota Ti nggi,
Penggerang, Labis, Miar and Senberong in Johor.
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