23/ 03/ 2004
Abdul | ah sworn in as PM (HL)

Kal i mul | ah Hassan

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Fatigued, victorious, yet graciously still, Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi was sworn in as Prine Mnister of Mal aysia
t oday.

"I swear upon Allah, peace be upon Hm that | will carry out ny
responsibilities with honesty, with all ny strength and ability, and with
conplete loyalty to Malaysia, and | will defend and saf eguard the
Constitution.”

He took this oath before his peers and col | eagues and the Yang di -

Pert uan Agong, watched by millions on live television. He signed four
copies of his acceptance letter with the silver-gold broad-ni bbed Mont
Bl anc fountain pen that his | ate nmot her, Datuk Kail an Hassan, had gi ven
hi mjust nonths before she passed away i n February.

I mmacul ate in his cerenoni al bl ack baju Mel ayu and bl ack gol d songket,
Abdul | ah wore on his shirt another nenmento fromhis nmother - five square
di anond- on-white-gol d buttons

Afilial son, a noderate |Islamc scholar, an inclusive, honest and
hunbl e man, Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, Malaysia's fifth Prinme M nister
officially took on the responsibility to watch over Mal aysi a t oday.

H s el ection pledge was to work hard i f he was gi ven a huge nmandat e.

That mandate he got, |eading the Barisan Nasional to its best el ectora
victory in history, w nning back Opposition-held Terengganu and comi ng
wit hin a whi sker of regaining Kel ant an.

In other States, the green tide of Pas was pushed back, their | eaders
falling like tenpins.

Pas president Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang was hunbl ed and reduced to
tears with the | oss of Terengganu and his own defeat in the Marang
parliamentary constituency.

The haughty secretary-general Nasharuddin Mat |sa; the raucous Mohaned
Sabu and Mahfuz Omar; the silver-tongued Datuk Hassan Ali and Ismail
Kamus; the popul ar faith-heal er Datuk Dr Haron Din; the bright new hopes
of Pas like Syed Azman Syed Ahnmad; all fell by the wayside, losing to
nostly | esser-known Umo candi dat es.

Keadi | an Nasi onal, which once could pretend to be the alternative to
Umo, saw its defiant and unrestrained rabbl e-rousers Tian Chua and
Sai f uddi n Nasution | ose badly. Their only sal vati on, perhaps, was their
president Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan Ismail's wafer-thin victory in
Per mat ang Pauh.

As he prom sed, despite returning home in the early hours of the norning
after his victory Press conference at the BN headquarters at the Putra
Worl d Trade Centre, Abdul | ah was up and about early, neeting his principa
private secretary Datuk Thaj uddeen Wahab, signi ng docunents and | ooki ng at
form ng his new Cabi net and State Government |ine-ups

Datuk Idris Jusoh will be the new Menteri Besar of Terengganu, as
proni sed by Abdullah. And there will certainly be newfaces in his first
Cabi net. When he becane Prinme M nister in October |ast year, he inherited
t he Cabi net of his predecessor, Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, and nade m ni ma
changes, only bringing in Tan Sri Nor Mbhaned Yakcop as t he second Fi nance
M ni ster.

Now, with a mandate deservedly his own, and with a fresh field of faces
to choose from Abdullah has the choi ce of the best people to pursue the
agenda of reformhe has prom sed Mal aysi ans.



In the days to come, Abdullah will al so be | ooki ng at postnortens of
both the BN and his own party, Umo, to | ook at the chinks in the arnmour
and al so weed out the saboteurs and nal contents who held the party to
ransomand contributed to defeat fromthe jaws of victory in sonme seats.

Per mat ang Pauh is one case in point. Pasir Mas, where dissenter Datuk
IbrahimAli spoilt the fight, giving victory to Pas, is another.

BN secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob sunmed up the genera
sentiment when he credited the coalition's huge victory as being "99.9 per
cent due to Pak Lah".

The hi gh voter turnout, which Hadi bl ames for Pas' di sastrous show ng,
was al so synbolic of Mal aysia's pull towards Abdul | ah, who had appeal ed
for voters to turn out in nunbers and gi ve hi mt he nandat e he needed.

H s prom se of cracking down on corruption, inproving frontline
departments and public delivery systenms, a clean and nore efficient
admi ni stration, wealth-creating opportunities for the people and nmuch
nore, secured himthe support.

Abdul | ah was ai ded by a nmachi nery boosted by ent husi asti c Ml aysi ans,
young and ol d, who volunteered their services, and equal | y young peopl e
fromUmo Youth and Puteri Umo, who spent the | ast two days of
canpai gni ng swoopi ng down on fence-sitters to swing the vote

Save for a handful of dissenters within his own party, there was strong
support for Abdullah fromthe rank-and-file and the ol der nenbers and
| eaders, such as forner Prine M nister Tun Dr Mahathir who traversed t he
country, soliciting support for himand the BN

Despite foul -ups by the El ecti on Conm ssion, the el ection proceeded
snoothly and the end result was beyond even t he expectati ons of the nost
optimstic Umo and BN | eaders.

Now, the real work begins for all who have been el ected under Abdul | ah's
auspi ces.
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