23/ 05/ 2004

Al DS or phans to get financial assistance

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Young children | eft orphaned after AIDS cl ai ned the
Iives of one or both parents can now hope to get financial assistance.

The Women, Fami |y and Community Devel opnment Mnistry will work wth the
Mal aysi an Al DS Council (MAC) to channel funds to these children,
regardl ess of their HV status.

M ni ster Datuk Seri Shahrizat Abdul Jalil said the nove woul d be a part
of the Social Wl fare Departnent's progranme to give aid to the
mar gi nal i sed and needy.

"I wll neet with the departnent's director-general (Datuk Shansi ah
Abdul Rahman) on Monday to finalise the plans.

"The Mnistry will help others living with H V-AIDS or have been
affected by the disease.

"The areas of concern are yet to be determi ned but we will give special
focus to wonen and young girls," she said after opening the MAC s Seventh
bi enni al general neeting today at Dynasty Hotel .

Earlier in her speech, Shahrizat said the Mnistry was happy to work
with the MACas it had the proper expertise to identify and handl e Al DS
rel ated probl ens.

MAC president Datin Paduka Marina Mahat hir said the council was giving
aid to 300 orphans, but a survey by the United Nations Al DS programe,
UNAIDS, in 2001 put the figure at an estimted 14, 000.

"I't's an invisible problemas we do not keep records of the nunber of
chi l dren whose parents died of AIDS. Usually, we cone to know of these
ki ds through paedi atricians who i nformus of their plight."”
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