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Tertiary education centres should formracing teans

MALAYSI A"’ Sracing fraternity shoul d work t owards encour agi ng | oca
uni versities, colleges and institutes of higher | earning to have their own
racing teans as an effort to devel op notorsports in the country.

Launchi ng t he Merdeka M I | enni um Endurance (MVE) at Desa Sri Hartamas
yesterday, Federal Territory Mnister Tan Sri Mohamed | sa Abdul Samad sai d
t hi s woul d gener at e bi gger participation at the grassroots | evel, addi ng
the 12-hour endurance race was al so ideal for students to put their
know edge to practice

"As a full-fledged racing event, which demands a teamto nake
preparations in every aspect of the sport fromsecuring sponsorship,
mar keti ng, teammanagenent, drivers' selection and devel opment of the car
and nechanical team it is ideal for colleges and universities as part of
t heir educational programre," he said.

An endurance race with three drivers to a team the Merdeka M I enni um
Endurance race was introduced in 2000 as part of efforts by Sepang
International Circuit to give a platformfor |ocal teans to conpete
prof essi onal | y and agai nst the best in the region.

"While | hope that SIC would continue to build this event, it is
important as well for themto ensure that | ocal racing enthusiasts would
al so continue to be a prom nent feature of the MVE," |sa said.

Wth Aug 16 the closing date for teamregistration, SIC has al ready
recei ved 60 entries.

The event had 102 entries | ast year and the organi sers are expecting an
even bigger entry for the 2004 event.

Besi des top drivers fromJapan, Australia, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapore
and the UK, the MME will also feature the best of Ml aysian drivers.

In his speech, SIC chairnman Datuk Mokhzani Mhathir said the race was
not just a platformto provide | ocal drivers an opportunity to race.

"Through t he Merdeka M || enni um Endurance race, SIC hoped to get
everybody who is Iinked in the notorsports industry to cone together and
show of f their capabilities, creativity and skills."
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