26/ 07/ 2004
Three wonen | eaders vying for council seats

By Anna Maria Sansudin

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The Umo el ections in Septenber will see three high-
profile women on the |ist of aspirants for the party's suprene counci
seats.

Wth Umo divisions having officially concluded their del egates’
meetings, del egates to the party's general assenbly will see Wanita Ummo
vi ce-chi ef Datuk Seri Shahrizat Abdul Jalil, Puteri Umo chi ef Datuk
Azalina O hman Sai d and Wani ta Umo Exco nenber Datuk Dr Norraesah Mohanad
inthe contest with 61 others for the 25 council seats.

Shahri zat, who is Wonen, Family and Community Devel opnent M nister, |ast
week | anented the all-nmale affair, saying that wonen usually stood little
chance of faring well in the elections.

Shahri zat with 133 nomi nati ons and Azalina, 134, are in the top 15. Dr
Norraesah is 31st in the |ist.

Azal i na and Norraesah are i ncunbent appoi nted nenbers.

Shahri zat's worry i s not unfounded. In the 2000 party el ecti ons, none of
t he wonmen who cont est ed won. She was one of the five wonen contenders. The
ot hers were Dat uk Paduka Siti Zal eha I smail, Norraesah, Datuk Maznah Hani d
and Raj a Ropi aah Raj a Abdul | ah.

Subsequent |y, then party president Tun Dr Mahat hir Moharmad appoi nt ed
Norraesah, Azalina and Dr Siti Zaharah to the council.

So this tine around, howw |l the trio fare?

If they | ose, said Mal aysian Strategi c Research Centre executive
di rector Abdul Razak Bagi nda, it woul d not be because Umo del egat es were
sexi st or that voting was gender-bi ased.

It was because of the absence of "strong" female politicians inthe
party, he said.

He said Umo had yet to see a wonman politician with the strong
| eadership credibility and personality able to generate strong support
fromboth men and wonmen nmenbers.

He said it was unfair to say wonmen's failure to get elected to the
council was due to "gender bias".

The suprene council electionis sinple - delegates will vote for those
who are politically strong and popular in the party.

"Let's look at the three. Both Shahrizat and Azalina still have a |l ong
way to go in strengthening their positioninthe party while Norraesah
does not have enough grassroots support. Logically, howdo you think they
wi Il fare agai nst nal e candi dates who are nostly heavywei ghts in the
party?"

Ponti an di vi si on chi ef Hasni Mbharmad sai d del egates' votes were usual |y
based on the candidate's track record and contribution to the party.

"Gender is not an issue. Del egates usually vote for those who will be
useful to the party based on their expertise or influence."

He al so agreed that there were del egates who preferred to vote for
candi dates with strong | eadershi p qualities and who were popular inthe
party.

"My vote goes to candi dates who can contribute towards the devel opnent
of the party and its nenbers."

Hasni al so agreed that the suprene council shoul d have nore wonen
menbers and call ed for nore wonen to offer thensel ves for the post.

"They should not just wait to be nominated. If they are interested in
t he post, they should just make their intention known to party nenbers, "



he added.

Bot h Shahri zat and Norraesah have been endorsed by the Wanita Umo
executive council. Azalina, who has to vacate her Puteri Umo post as she
has exceeded the age linmit, is contesting on her own steam

Dr Siti Zaharah, who is Paya Besar Menber of Parlianent and forner
Nati onal Unit and Soci al Devel opnent M ni ster, got only seven nom nati ons.
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