10/ 01/ 2004
The Prime Mnister and | (HL)

Kal i mul I ah Hassan

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Datuk Seri Najib Razak today said his appointnent as
Deputy Prine M nister is "the begi nning of a wonderful relationship” with
his boss, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi .

Speaking for the first tinme about his bond with Abdullah, Najib said one
of the first things he said to the Press when his appoi nt ment was
announced was that he woul d be | oyal to Abdul | ah

"l have no grandi ose ideas to undermni ne him

"I will continue to pledge ny loyalty to himfor three reasons. The
first istoremnd nmyself that | amnunber two and nust be | oyal to ny
boss. Secondly, | amal so addressi ng nmy supporters as well so that they
don't have grand ideas. And thirdly, it is to rem nd those who think that
they can split Pak Lah and ne that they will not succeed," he said.

Inafrank interviewat his residence in Jalan Duta, Najib, dressed
casually in a T-shirt and in between greeting a streamof well-w shers,
addr essed questi ons about his rapport with the Prinme M nister whomsone of
hi s supporters previously perceived as a "rival"

In 1998, after the sacking of forner Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Ser
Anwar | brahi m both Abdul | ah and Naji b, being senior vice-presidents of
Umo, were seen as the nost |ikely candi dates to be considered for the
nurmber two j ob.

Then Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad chose Abdul l ah to be his
deputy in January 1999 and t hi s caused di sappoi ntnent anong Najib's
supporters.

Naj i b debunked such perceptions, saying that he had never taken things
for granted. "I hope Datuk Seri Abdullah will have confidence in nme as his
deputy. "

Najib said he felt very confortable inthe Prine Mnister's presence. "I
always treat himw th great respect. The warm h and sincerity enmanating
fromhi mmakes me feel he i s genuine and sincere in whatever he does.

"I ook forward to working hard for hi mbecause we want to nmake Mal aysi a
a greater place; (and) put it on the world map," he said.

He added: "I already feel the trust. | feel that it is present in our
relationship.”

Naji b said he woul d al so work very hard to ensure the success of the
Prime Mnister's agenda as outlinedinthe policy initiatives announced.

"My job and responsibility is to achieve his agenda. That is the primary
duty of the Deputy Prine Mnister," he said.

Naj i b sai d t hose who studi ed Mal aysi an political history would know t hat
maj or up-heaval s were caused by rifts between the nunber one man and his
deputy.

"I want to dispel any perception that this will happen between the Prine
M ni ster and ne. This country needs a strong and effective partnership. |f
relations are sour, then that signals a precursor toarift," he said,
adding that he would be totally |oyal to Abdullah.

Abdul | ah becane Prine M nister on Cct 31 | ast year followi ng Dr
Mahathir's retirenent. The two nost |ikely candi dates for the job were
Naji b, the nbst senior Umo vice-president, and new y-appointed
Agriculture Mnister Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin, the second of the party's
three vice-presidents. The third, Tan Sri Muhammad Muhammad Tai b, was not
inthe runni ng because he is not a Menber of Parlianent.

Al'though Dr Mahathir had initially said he felt Najib was the best



choi ce as Abdul | ah' s deputy, he | ater sai d Abdul | ah had the prerogative as
Prime Mnister to deci de based on whom he t hought he coul d best work with.
Abdul | ah appointed Najib as his deputy on Jan 7.
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