22/ 08/ 2004
Thi nk national, says Abdullah (HL)

By Bal an Mses

SHAH ALAM Sat. - Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi today gently reni nded
the vari ous race-based Bari san Nasi onal conponent parties to stick to the
"rules of the ganme" - giving priority to national rather than comunal

i nterests.

The Prime Mnister, a staunch proponent of multi-ethnic, nmulti-religious
har nony, rem nded Mal aysi ans that nutual respect, noderation and the
common national interest nust take priority over conmunal interests.

He said that while it was the duty of the conponent parties to raise
i ssues that affected their communities, "the rules of the gane are that we
shoul d ensure that national interest, our commopn interest, supersede
communal interests when we nmake requests of the Governnent.

"W want a united nation where all of us succeed together," he said.

Si nce he becane Prine Mnister in Cctober |ast year, Abdullah has
reiterated many tines that although he is a Malay and a Muslim he is
"Prime Mnister of all Ml aysi ans".

In keeping with his prom se of "wal king the tal k", Abdullah has given
priority to interacting with and neeting the various communities and
religions, including taking the unprecedented step of being the first
Muslimleader in the world to address the Wrld Council of Churches
conference held here | ast nonth.

However, officials said Abdull ah had been di sappointed that there were
ti mes when sone people raised i ssues that did not take into consideration
the feelings of other races and religions.

One incident that affected him officials associated with himsaid, was
when a nenber of the Bar Council had in its online bulletin, Infoline,
referred to the Muslimcall to prayer, the azan, as "noise pollution"

This had elicited angry responses fromnmany Mislins. Abdullah hinself
was unhappy with the remarks and felt such insensitivity did nothing for
i nter-religious harnony.

Abdul I ah did not allude to that incident but in a 28-mnute off-the-cuff
speech when opening the 58th M C general assenbly, he dwelt at length on
how t he BN had successfully handl ed i ssues of race and religion and why
such sensitivity had to prevail for the sake of the nation.

"W want a united nation where all of us succeed together. The
Governnent wants to ensure that no group or race is left behind or
i solated. W want to grow together in devel opnent,” he said, adding that
the BN s "politics of consensus"” had served the nation well.

He said all major issues involving the various races were agreed upon
using this principle after they had been debated in the Cabinet or the
state executive councils.

"Al'l have the right to speak, even if the issue involves matters rel ated
to specific races or specific religions. In the BN style, we are al ways
confident that we can discuss all issues, even if they involve sensitive
topics, in a wi se manner and come to a consensus.

"The key to this is that we nmust respect each other and engage in
di scussions in an attitude of noderation.”

He said no Mal aysian Prine M nister had been unfair when fornul ating
policies nmeant for all races.

Abdul | ah promi sed the sane conmitnment to the nation and said he woul d
al ways hold to the principle of consensus in decision-nmaking.

The Prinme M nister also touched on the i ssue of national schools, which



he said should be the first choice of Ml aysians as they were an excel |l ent
forumfor interaction anmong children of all races.

He said the Governnent constantly worked on raising the quality of
education at such schools to nake themattractive for Ml aysi ans of al
races.

This included the teaching of nmother tongue | anguages, including
Mandarin and Tami |, as well as foreign | anguages such as French and
Ar abi c.

"We are working hard to nake national schools the first choice of
Mal aysi ans. | amnot saying that the national-type Tam | or Chinese
school s shoul d be cl osed down. W want to give you a choice," Abdull ah
sai d.

Urging Mal aysi ans not to reject national schools, he said the Governnent
had no objection to the teaching of Mandarin or Tanmi| in such schools as
t he | anguages came fromnati ons which were | eadi ng econonic powers in the
wor | d.

"It is not wong to teach Mandarin in national schools. Mlays can al so
| earn Mandarin. They do not cease to be Malays if they speak Mandarin
What is wong with teaching Tami | in such school s?"

Abdul | ah said that while there were nunerous benefits in |earning other
| anguages, Mal aysi ans shoul d al ways renenber the need to master Bahasa
Mal aysi a, "which is our national |anguage".

Wi | e vernacul ar | anguages shoul d be taught in national schools, he said
Bahasa Mal aysi a shoul d al ways be given its due i nportance and English
shoul d be taught as a second | anguage because of its inherent advantages.

The Prime Mnister was happy that M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu
had stressed the need for governnent asssistance to enable Indians to
pur sue hi gher educati on.

Abdul | ah al so assured non-Mislins that they had nothing to fear from
| sl am Hadhari and reiterated his oft-repeated nessage that "I amnot the
| eader of Muslins but a Muslimwho is the | eader of all Mal aysi ans",
drawi ng appl ause fromthe 2,000 del egat es.

Abdul | ah said Islamrequired Muslimleaders to be fair and just when
j udgi ng peopl e under their care.

"It is the command of ny Lord that we nmust be just when we judge
others,"” he said, adding that he woul d ensure that the inplenentation of
policies would be fair and just.

"So have no fear of IslamHadhari. It is a new approach to Islamto nake
it progressive and noderate."

Abdul | ah urged Mal aysians of all faiths to work together to reject
extrem smand work for the conmon good.

He said Malaysia's diversity should be something to be cel ebrated and
not beconme a divisive factor.

"Let us work together. Work with the Government. Work with ne for the
future of Mal aysia."

Al so present were Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Razak and
former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and Cabi net nenbers.
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