15/ 01/ 2004
BN | eaders pay tribute to Dr Mahathir

Deborah Loh; Farrah Naz Karim

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Barisan Nasi onal conponent party | eaders along with
3,000 nenbers tonight paidtribute to former chairman Tun Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad, acknow edgi ng his tremendous contributions to the coalition and
the country.

At a dinner, they pledged to support and take steps to ensure Dr
Mahat hi r' s vi si ons are acconpl i shed under the | eadershi p of BN chairman
and Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badaw .

Present were Dr Mahathir's wife Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Deputy
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Razak, his w fe Datuk Rosmah Mansor,
mnisters, Menteris Besar, BN secretary-general Tan Sri Mhaned Rahmat and
| eaders of all conponent parties, including MCA president Datuk Seri Ong
Ka Ting and M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel l u.

Abdul | ah call ed on all conponent parties to showtheir appreciation of
Dr Mahat hir by ensuring a landslide victory for the coalition in the next
general el ection.

"W do not just want a victory, we want a two-thirds mgjority," he said,
adding this could be achieved i f all nenbers worked together. The Prine
M ni ster said a convincing victory would fulfil Dr Mahathir's New Year
wi sh. "Realising his ai mnust be our mssion."

Abdul | ah descri bed Dr Mahathir as a | eader who had brought pride and
dignity to all Ml aysi ans.

"There are many countri es which are i ndependent but |ack dignity or
honour. They have to contend with civil wars and unrest. But Malaysia is
an i ndependent nation with dignity."

On a personal note, Abdull ah said Dr Mahathir had gi ven hi ma sense of
pride not because he had assunmed the Prinme M nister's post, but because he
was proud to be a Mal aysian. "He has taught all Mal aysi ans the true
meani ng of being an i ndependent country."

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahathir's stellar | eadership was a difficult act to
foll ow, but he believed Mal aysi ans woul d work hard to enul ate his work
et hi cs.

"The best way to thank Dr Mahathir and to renenber his deeds is to work
hard and hel p realise his vision. "Tun, we are proud of you and | say, ~W
| ove you.""

Abdul I ah al so praised Dr Siti Hasmah, whomhe descri bed as a rol e nodel
for all women.

"We thank you. You | ooked after Dr Mahathir very well. | believe he
managed to | ead the country effectively because he never had probl ens at
hone. "

In his speech, Dr Mahathir said he was willing to canpai gn for the BN

"I'f I aminvited, | amready to neet the people and help in the
campai gn. This will be ny repaynment to the BNfor its support of ne."

Dr Mahathir, in jest, said he knewthere were certain places inthe
country where the people would not like to see him

"The BN shoul d not be shy intelling me not to go there, but there are
ot her places where | can be of help. | pray that BNunity will continue so
that we can win the election,” he said.

Organi si ng chai rman of the di nner Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yei k said the
former Prime Mnister had | eft behind a strong | egacy for his successor to
conti nue.

He sai d the country's achi evenments i n econonics, politics and foreign



rel ati ons brought about by Dr Mahathir were a pricel ess contri buti on.

He assured Dr Mahathir that his vision was achi evabl e under Abdul | ah's
| eader shi p.

"Dr Mahat hir has positioned Malaysia in the international arena and his
vi si ons have noved Mal aysi a up the value chain. This is evident in the
accept ance of Mal aysi an products abroad.

"Hisinitiatives and projects, including the Mil timedi a Super Corri dor,
and the enphasis he placed on the K-econony have inspired Ml aysians to
take on greater challenges.

"I't was under his hel mthat | eaders of other devel opi ng countries | ooked
towar ds Mal aysia as a nodel . "

He said Dr Mahathir's vision for the nation was shared by all
Mal aysi ans, and the focus now shoul d be to devel op the country's
"software" as the "hardware" and i nfrastructure had been wel | devel oped.

The BN conponent parties, he said, supported Abdullah's call for the
country's transition froma "First World infrastructure but with a Third
Wrldnmentality" to"acountry with First Wrld infrastructure and First
VWorld nentality".

"W believe Abdullah will be announcing nmore initiatives for the
betterment and devel opnent of the country and it is our mission to ensure
these efforts are acconplished."

Earlier, Abdullah presented Dr Mahathir with a painting by artist |snail
Enbong t hat depi cted the handover of the chai rmanship of the BN fromDr
Mahat hi r to Abdul | ah.
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