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Mitiara Pertiwi Project a big hit with students

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Association of former Mara Juni or Science
Col | ege (MRSM students, or Ansara, has carried out aid m ssions in Arbon,
I rag and Af ghani stan.

It has joined arnms with the Ml aysi an Medi cal Relief Society (Mercy
Mal aysi a), d obal Peace Mal aysi a and Pewari s, or Angkat an Penmuda Wari san
Mal aysi a and participated in various charitable and social activities, one
of thembeing | ast year's d obal Peace Rally.

Since the first MRSMopened in Serermban in 1972, over 40,000 students
have graduated fromthe 36 col | eges nati onwi de.

Alittle-known fact about Ansara is its collaboration with conposer
Dat uk WAh I dris and recordi ng conpany Prima Mizi k. The teamwas
responsi bl e for re-arranging and returning Negaraku to its nuch preferred
and cl ose-to-original slower tempo, nowthe national anthenis offici al
ver si on.

A maj or project undertaken with Pewaris is the Mutiara Pertiwi Project,
where free tuition is provided to orphans or school children from poor
fam | i es or broken hones.

Cl asses are gi ven by vol unteer uni versity graduates or professionals.

The first tuition centre was set up in 2002. Follow ng their success, a
further four centres were opened. Atotal of about 370 students have
attended the cl asses so far.

At a Press conference on Tuesday, Ansara president Datuk Mikhriz
Mahat hi r announced t he dates of the National Tel ethon for Educati on 2004
and expressed confidence that it woul d be successful.

The telethon will culmnate in a day-long carnival at Dataran Merdeka on
Feb 21, which will be attended by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi .

The New Straits Tinmes is the event print nmedia partner.

Muhammad Arif Wahab Udin, 17, from Sekol ah Menengah Bukit Gadi ng, Sungai
Bul oh, attributed his 8As in the Lower Secondary Assessment (PWVR)
exam nations in 2002 to the Mutiara Pertiwi Project.

"I got 3As for ny trial exanms and ny fam |y, including me, didn't think
I woul d surpass that for the actual exans. | was surprised when | scored
8As, " he said.

The el dest ina famly of four children, Arif had attended other tuition
centres before.

There were differences between themand Akadeni Danei, he said.

"There were 25 students per classroomin the tuition centres | used to
go to. Akadeni Danmi has only around 15 students per cl ass," he said.

Arif's school mate, Zanaria Che O hman, 19, was anot her beneficiary.
After attendi ng Akademi Danmi, she obtained 4As for her Sijil Pelajaran
Mal aysia two years ago.

"I amgrateful to Ansara for giving us this opportunity. Because of the
addi ti onal reference books we had access to, we gai ned nore know edge. "
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