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Ti mber of tradition

By Shukor Rahnman

THE Penang Heritage Centre hopes to foster an awareness of and | ove for

| ocal history and heritage, including an appreciation for historica
bui l di ngs, architectural traditions and workmanshi p. SHUKOR RAHVAN writ es.

MODERNI SATION is taking its toll on the traditional Ml ay house, which
is fast beconming a rarity in Ml aysia.

The traditional kanmpung, says Penang Heritage Centre (PHC) manager
Rozai ni Hassan, has been transformed by prosperity, nore nobility and
nmodern facilities. Wth greater wealth as well as the industrialisation
and urbani sation of Ml aysian society, traditional Ml ay kanpung life is
changi ng.

"Houses of concrete and sem -concrete are now nore comon in an
environnment that tinber used to donminate," she says. "Many owners of
traditional houses prefer nore nodern honmes, often adding nodern features
to traditional buildings."

I ncreasingly, the kanmpung boasts nodern-style houses or sem -nodern
Mal ay- styl e houses, |leaving only a handful of traditional Ml ay hones
still standing. Rural folk, says Rozaini, may view the traditional wooden
house as a firetrap, and associate it with poverty, low living standards
and backwar dness.

But the traditional Malay house with its unique architecture has al ways
fascinated foreign tourists. Recent decades have seen increased interest
worl dwi de in traditional structures.

"Traditional buildings are very inportant,” says Rozaini. "A young
country, inits quest for a national identity, nust realise that this
devel ops with an understandi ng of a shared history and shared cultura
traits.”

And these are visible in traditional buildings.

"Traditional structures also synbolise a culture's continuity,"” she
adds. "They therefore contribute to a nation's stability."

Rozai ni hopes the traditional kanpung project, recently initiated by
former Prinme Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad at Lenbah Keriang and Paya
Pahl awan i n Kubang Pasu, will be enulated by traditional kanpung
t hroughout the country.

The fledgling PHCis also to play a role in pronoting the State's
heritage over the next few years. Penang exco nmemnber Syed Anmerruddi n Syed
Ahmad, who is al so chairman of the State Housing, Culture, Arts and
Heritage Comm ttee, says the State Governnent plans to expand PHC in terns
of allocation and staff.

"This will enable PHC to play a nore neaningful and significant role in
heritage conservation."

PHC was established in 1995 and placed under the State Econom c
Pl anning Unit. Anpbng its objectives is to instil an awareness of and | ove
for local history and heritage, including an appreciation for historica
bui I di ngs, architectural traditions and worknmanshi p.

PHC, says Rozai ni, nust al so gui de and persuade devel opers, property
owners and heritage lovers to restore, conserve and realise the economc
potential of heritage buil di ngs.

"W will help develop heritage expertise with courses, professiona
advice, historical, cultural and architectural research."

To engender a know edge of the value of heritage, PHC will organi se
wor kshops and expert training in building restoration for masons,



contractors, governnent officers and students.
* The witer can be contacted at heritage@stp.com ny
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