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Astaman all out to win Titiwangsa

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Datuk Astaman Abdul Aziz, the Barisan Nasiona
candi date for Titiwangsa, is an old hand in politics.

Faci ng a straight fight with Pas' Mbhammad Noor Mohaned, Astaman, who
has politics in his blood, is going all out to retain the BN stronghol d.
The 51-year-old certainly has nore than his fair share of obstacles
since he was pi cked to repl ace Umo stal wart Datuk Dr Sul ei man Mohanad,

the MP for the past four terns.

He worked earnestly to win over Sul ei man's hardcore supporters,
including calling the "main players" in the constituency for a pow wow at
t he Kel ab Sul tan Sul ai man wi th Tun Dr Mahat hi r Mohamad as t he noder at or
The cl osed-door neeting hel ped resol ve the issue.

Sone peopl e do not accept himas a | ocal candi date, even though he was
born i n Kanpung Baru and i s the chai rman of Wangsa Maj u Umo di vi si on,
whi ch is al nost next door.

Few are aware that his nother is Tan Sri Ai shah Ghani, a long-tine
| eader of Wanita Umo, and fromwhomhe | earnt about politics. The third
child froma famly of four, he was born on Aug 30 and had his early
education at the St John's Institution before studying at the Royal
Mlitary College in Sungei Besi. He furthered his studies at Kings
Col | ege, London University, where he nmet his wi fe Norsiah Abdul Wahab

Awar e that he has to be seen as well as heard, he has taken the ri ght
approach by goi ng aggressively on house-to-house visits. Astaman i s not
into ceramah sessi ons because he says Pas could easily "create and
m sinterpret issues".

There are those who suggest that it would be to his advantage to bring
hi s mot her around because even if they are not famliar with him they
woul d vote for hi mbecause of her, while others have proposed t hat
bri ngi ng al ong Sul ei man during his canpai gn woul d refl ect a show of
solidarity.

He is a hit with the women voters and his nmoustache is a topic of hot
di scussi ons anmong t hem but he knows | ooks al one will not ensure their
votes so he expounds his programres for the area.

Astaman i s i ndeed nore than just | ooks. He's practical and isn't keen on
maki ng | ofty prom ses

"To reach voters, one has to be down to earth. National issues can be
too abstract for themand they get confused. It is the |ocal issues that
will appeal to themlike the non-functioning traffic lights, the flash
floods as well as social problens,” he said.

He gets a |l ot of inquiries about the flash fl oods, to which he said the
drai nage systemin Kanpung Baru is efficient but the real problemis the
flood mitigation systemwhich sonetines does not work. He assures them
that the authorities are | ooking into the problemw th the Drai nage and
Irrigation Departnment.

Being the famly man that he is, the thrust of his canpaign is on the
famly institution.

He says social ills, such as petty crines and drug abuse, are on the
ri se because famlies are not adapti ng well to the changi ng environnent.

"Barisan Nasional has ny vote," said Kanari ah Bakar, 65, who has been
stayi ng i n Kanpung Padang, Kanmpung Baru, since World War 11

Her friend, Saadi ah Hassan, 57, said on polling day everyone woul d cone
out in full force to support him



Mary Ammal Ant hony, 68, fromthe Pekeliling Flats, who al so cane out to
wel come Ast aman on his rounds, said: "The BN has hel ped us and this is ny
turn to help them"™
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