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Par | i ament di ssol ves today (HL)

Syed Nadzri; Brendan Pereira
KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Parliament will be dissolved tonorrow, clearingthe
way for the country's nmuch-anticipated 11th general el ection.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi ended nont hs of
specul ati on today when he i ssued a statenent saying that the Yang di-

Pert uan Agong had consented to di ssol ve the current sitting of Parlianent,
the first stepinthe process of getting 10.4 mllion registered voters to
cast their ballots.

Wth the exception of Sarawak, all 12 State Assenblies will be dissolved
tonorrow. Sarawak had its state election in 2001, and the State
Governnment's termends only in 2006.

The El ection Conmmission will neet on Friday to deci de on polling and
nom nati on dates.

According to the Federal Constitution, a general el ection nust be held
within 60 days of the dissolution of Parlianent. El ection regul ations
stipulate that the earliest nom nations can be held is four days after the
di ssol ution of Parlianent or a State Assenbly, while the earliest polling
dates are seven days after nomnination.

In the last two el ections - 1995 and 1999 - noninations were within nine
days and polling within 19 days of dissolution. If that is the precedent
to be used, then nom nations could be, by the I atest, on March 13 and
pol ling by March 23.

However, the EC may decide to have it earlier as it has said it is
already fully prepared for the el ection.

The current five-year termof the Barisan Nasional ends only in
Novenber, but an early el ection has been on the cards ever since Abdul |l ah
t ook over from Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad on Cct 31 | ast year.

Positive response fromthe public for his efforts to tackle corruption
and change the nation's econom c systemas well as a feel-good factor from
an accel erating econony all conbined to nake an early el ection date a real
possibility.

At stake will be 219 parlianmentary seats and 505 state seats in 12 State
Assenbl i es, expanded respectively from 194 and 394 foll owi ng the periodic
redrawi ng of el ectoral boundaries | ast year.

The Bari san Nasional has a confortable two-thirds majority in the Dewan
Rakyat and is widely expected to extend this margin.

The first post-Mahathir era election will be watched closely for several
reasons. It will be a yardstick of popul ar support for Abdull ah's policies
and initiatives. Anecdotal evidence suggests that many peopl e have
enbraced his ideas for a nore efficient, incorruptible and hospitable
Mal aysi a.

A good performance by Umo in the Malay belt States of Kedah, Perlis,

Kel ant an and Terengganu will also indicate that the green tide of Pas,
bol stered in 1999 by t he Anwar | brahi missue, has been checked.

Pas wants to turn Malaysia into an |Islamc state.

Abdul | ah' s move to call for el ections nowrecei ved overwhel m ng support
fromState BN | eaders who described it as tinely.

Mal acca Chief M nister Datuk Seri Mohd Ali Rustamrefl ected sentinment on
t he ground when he said: "W have been preparing for this for along tinme
and nowit is tinme for us to nove aggressively to ensure a resoundi ng BN
victory."

Most of the state | eaders said that their el ection machi nery had been



cranked up. Al that was left to be done was for themto finalise their
Iist of candi dates, before forwarding it to Abdul | ah.

Abdul | ah spent the whol e of this evening finalising details of the BN
mani f est o.
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