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Tribute to our unsung heroes (HL)

M K. Megan

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Mal aysia nust never forget those who | aid down their
lives to make the country the peaceful and prosperous haven it is now,
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said today.

He sai d t housands of unsung heroes anong the country's security forces
| ost their lives and whole fam |lies were nurdered i n def endi ng t he country
agai nst its eneni es.

Abdul I ah rem nded Mal aysi ans, especially the young, not to forget
hi story.

He recal l ed the tunul tuous period | eading to the country's i ndependence
and howt housands of sol di ers, policenen, special constabl es and Hone
Guards died to nai ntain the peace and sovereignty of the country. "Their
sacrifices cannot be measured in dollars and cents. Incidents such as the
Bukit Kepong Police Station nmassacre and the brutal killing of whole
fam lies of security forces... these are the unsung heroes."

Abdul | ah' s comments cone at a time when the police force i s under
scrutiny followi ng the i nvol venent of several of its personnel in high-
profile crimes ranging fromrape and robbery to nurder.

Al t hough t he nunber of "bl ack sheep" has been mnuscule inrelationto
t he 85, 000- nenber police force, the nature of the crines comitted has | ed
tocriticisms of the force as a whol e.

Abdul | ah was speaki ng at the | aunchi ng of a book, Wra Tak D dendang
(Unsung Heroes), by Deputy M nister of Information and forner journali st
Dat uk Zai nuddi n Mai di n.

The book traces the story of howthe police, especially the Specia
Branch, fought the Communi st Party of Mal aya and engi neered its surrender
in 1989.

The comuni st i nsurgency from21948 until their surrender sawthe killing
of thousands of people, the majority of themsoldiers and policenen
particularly the Special Branch.

The | aunch was a poi gnantly enotional affair. Many i n the audi ence shed
tears as a slide show, interspersed with patriotic songs fromthe era,
depicted the battles for an i ndependent Ml aysi a.

Zainuddin paid tribute to three persons for the surrender of the CPM
former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, forner |nspector-General of
Pol i ce Tan Sri Rahi mNoor and former Deputy Director of the Special Branch
Dat uk Yaw Kong Yew. All three were present, together with many senior and
retired officers, mnisters, deputy m nisters and government servants.

Abdul I ah sai d those who | ed the peopl e of Mal aya and | ater Mal aysi a had
struggl ed and sacrificed to nake the country prosperous, safe and
peacef ul .

"We have never forgotten them But at the sane tinme, do we know who
st ood behi nd t hese | eaders? Who was in the frontline, sacrificingtheir
lives to protect the country's soverei gnty? Many gave their bl ood and
lives for this country.

"They did it alone, they did it together, but they all sacrificed so
much, " he said.

"Let us never be lulled by the prosperity this country enjoys today.

W thout the sacrifices of those unsung heroes, today's generation nay not
be able to enjoy what we have."

"Only by recognising the real account of history can we build a noble
nati onal character. Only by recogni sing the pure ideals and sacrifices of



our heroes will we be able to strengthen our sovereignty," he said.
The book is Zainuddin's fifth and i s published by Ut usan Publications.
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