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The place to be for flora, fauna study

THE Mel aka Tropical Fruit Farmin Sungai Udang is a place not to be m ssed
for those interested in flora and fauna and the rearing of aninmals in a
systemati c manner.

The farm spread over a 69.2ha plot, houses a variety of aninals and
herbal plants.

It isrun by the State Agricul ture Departnment and Syari kat Penmbangunan
Pert ani an Mel aka Sdn Bhd (SPPM, a subsidi ary of Yayasan Mel aka, which is
the State Government's education arm

This Sungai Udang farmis the second of its kind in the State.

The first, opened by forner Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, is
sited in Sel andar, Jasin.

However, the Sungai Udang farmis closer to Malacca town, which is only
30km away.

Close to RM2 million has been spent by the Agriculture Departnent and
SPPMto upgrade facilities at the farm opened by Chief M nister Datuk
Seri Mohd Ali Rustamin Novenber |ast year.

At the entrance, one woul d be greeted with a beautifully-crafted
gat eway, besides shops selling various plants.

Visitors have an option of driving through the park or taking a tram
ride, which would take themthrough padi fields and see howit is planted.

A nore worthwhile visit tothe farmis during the fruit season.

An agriculture museumis al so | ocat ed nearby where visitors can viewthe
traditional nmethods used to process padi and equi prent used for its
cultivation.

O her products on di splay include various ul am coconuts, rubber trees,
vegetabl e plots and tropical fruits |ike rambutan, durian and mango.

The ani mal s reared here i nclude goats, sheep, rabbits, chicken and
ostrich.

Mohd Ali said the farmwas set up to showthat farm ng coul d be turned
into a profitable venture i f done systematically.

"It is also to enabl e visitors who have never seen certain types of
plants to viewthemcl osely.

"The public can al so be educated on certain itens produced for
consunption,” he said.

Thi s project, opined Mohd Ali, would go a |l ong way to hel p boost agro-
tourismin the State.

He added al t hough Mal acca was known for its historical attractions, the
State Government strove to i ntroduce other attractions for tourists.

A man-made | ake has al so been built at the centre of the park,
surrounded by 11 chal ets.

It islearnt the SPPMhas utilised | and devel opnent and concepts adopt ed
fromThail and, | ndonesi a and Australiain planting the trees, vegetables
and her bs.

Sone of the trees and veget abl es use t he hydroponi ¢ net hod, whi ch can be
seen at sone of the vegetabl e patches.

Visiting hours are from9amto 6pmw th the entrance fee set at RW for
adul ts and RM2 for children.
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