18/ 03/ 2004
To be safe on girl's day out

Shari f ah Saki nah Al junid

TV3's "3R programe cel ebrated the recent International Wonen's Day with
"AGrl's Day Qut' event to highlight wonen's efforts agai nst vi ol ence.
SHARI FAH SAKI NAH ALJUNI D wri t es.

SI NGER Reshnonu, actor Ako Mustafa and Akadem Fantasia's Vincent Chong
cooked chi cken, sewed buttons, fol ded | aundry and changed di apers in full
vi ew of nore than 2,000 young people in the exhibition hall of Md Vall ey
Meganal |, Kual a Lunpur, recently.

It was "Men At Work", a segment whi ch showcased the celebrities' nulti-
tasking skills at TV3's 3R s (Respect, Relax, Respond) "AGrl's Day Qut"
event.

The energetic teamof the award-w nning tel evision programme had been
busy organising activities in conjunction with International Wnen's Day
2004 t his nonth.

The thene of the event was "It Begins Wth Respect”, which highlights
wonen's ef forts agai nst vi ol ence.

3R co-executive producer Lina Tan said that "AGrl's Day Qut"
hi ghlights the right of wonen to go out and enjoy thensel ves w t hout fear.

Each of the progranmme's hosts, Azah Yazmi n Yusoff, Kartini Kamarul
Arifin and Low Ngai Yuen (who is in the fam |y way), plus ex-host Rafidah
Abdul | ah (back fromBritain with a master's degree in scriptwiting),
del i ver ed nonol ogues depi cting sexual |l y-rel ated cri nmes.

In a segment to denonstrate self-protection techni ques, the "war cries"
of Azah and Kartini were drowned by cheers fromthe audi ence, spurring the
two wormen to | ash out more kungfu-style kicks, breaking planks in clean
hal ves in the process.

Next was a decl aration by the rmuhi bah teamof Nur |zzati Zafirah, 17,
wong Sen Yi, 14, and Charlotte Ann Patrick, 18, who conveyed t heir hopes
of increased safety and gender sensitivity to I nspector-General of Police
Dat uk Sri Mohd Bakri Qmar, who was present that day.

The young audi ence listened intently to their peers expressing their
wi shes on behal f of the nation's young womnen.

Bakri said the police would try their best to "grant" every wi sh
gat hered fromdi scussi ons between several non-governnental organisations
and young women nati onwi de.

The wish list was the result of the collective effort of the 3R team
with Amesty International, All Wnen's Action Society, Sisters In Islam
Mal aysi an Al DS Counci | and the Wnen's Aid Organi sati on.

Al'so part of the "AGrl's Day Qut" event were pro-active booths and
per f or mances by singers such as Ning Bai zura, Nora and Ferhad as wel | as
young tal ents featuring all-girl bands.

On the first day of the two-day event, a cheerl eading conpetition was
held with Assunta G rls School, Sel angor, com ng out tops.

Thi s event was supported by the Mnistry of Wonen and Fani |y Devel opnent
and was | argely sponsored by Kot ex.

Al so present were 3R executive producer Datin Paduka Mari na Mahat hir,
mnistry secretary-general Datin Fai zah Mohd Tahir, Wonen's Devel oprent
Departnent director-general Norasmah Samsudi n and NGO represent ati ves.

Wsh list to the police

THE following is the wish |ist of young wonen to the police:

1. Increase patrolling of isolated roads and back al | eys near school s as
wel | as public parks and parki ng bays. W have the right to nove freely



wi t hout the fear of being attacked.

2. Take pronpt action in cases of donestic violence. The | aw shoul d be
on our side and we don't want to be told that such matters are personal
and thus require no outside intervention.

3. Treat us with enpathy and take our reports of sexual harassnent, or
other crimes, seriously. W ask you to |isten w thout prejudice,
regardl ess of our attire, backgrounds and rel ati onship with the accused.

4. Acknow edge that we still have rights even when detai ned. So pl ease
do not take advantage of our situation and do not m splace our trust in
the | aw.

5. Include gender education as part of basic police training, so nore
people wi || be aware about women's i ssues and support our efforts for
gender equality. By displaying strength for the good of country and not be
oppressive, we hope the police force will set good exanples to Malaysia's
young men.
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