11/ 03/ 2004
Two-faced politicians part of game

Sar ban Si ngh
KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The ol d cliche of politicians speaking out of two
faces with forked tongues keeps bei ng proved as bei ng part of the gane.

Take, for exanple, Datuk Dr Jeffrey Kitingan, the now "partyl ess"”
assenbl yman for Bi ngkor in Sabah

He was a menber of Parti Bersatu Sabah and state assenbl ynman for Bi ngkor
when he left to formParti Bersatu Denokrati k Sabah, ostensibly because he
wanted to mend ties with the Barisan Nasional as the PBS was no | onger in
the coalition.

But when PBDS' registration was turned down, Jeffrey joined coalition
conponent Akar Bersat u.

For his pains, he was made a Senator and Deputy Housing and Loca
Government M nister in the Federal Cabinet.

In 1997, however, he rejoined PBS, which was still in the Qpposition
and regai ned his Bingkor state seat in the 1999 state el ection

He I eft the PBS again on April 23, 2000, to join Parti Bersatu Rakyat
Sabah (PBRS) along with five other opposition PBS assenbl ynmen: Louis
Ranpas (Ki ulu), Edward Li nggu Bukut (Tanparuli), Johnny Goh Chin Lok
(I'nanan), Kari mAdam (Kundasang) and At ong Mangabi s ( Mat unggong) .

Then he got enbroiled in a tussle for the PBRS presidency with Tan Sri
Joseph Kurup, when both were el ected as president at the party's seventh
annual Congress in early 2002, and ended up | eavi ng the PBRS.

Since then, Jeffrey has been associated with Umo, the United
Pasoknmonogun Kadazandusun Organi sation (UPKO), and even PBS agai n.

Yesterday, it was reported that Jeffrey woul d be | eadi ng t he " Sabah
Al'liance" of three Sabah opposition parties and a group of i ndependents
seeking to prevent a clean sweep by the BNin the State.

The three parties are Parti Barisan Rakyat Sabah Bersekutu (Bersekutu),
Parti Denokratik Setiasehati Kuasa Rakyat Bersatu Sabah (Setia) and United
Pasok Nunuk Ragang Nati onal Organisation (Pasok).

What ever becane of Jeffrey Kitingan's noble intention to nend fences
with the BN is anyone's guess.

Shahnon Ahnad, Pas MP for Sik in Kedah, seenms to find it extremely
difficult to make up his m nd

The national |aureate suffers frompoor heal th, and has often announced
his retirement frompolitics.

In June 2000 he told this newspaper: "It is nmeaningless for me to hold
on to the post when | cannot work, and even now | amfinding it difficult.
| cannot talk for long. | get tired."

Now he deni es he was ever going to retire then

Accl aimed for his novels on the plight of the Mal ay peasantry, in
cl assi cs such as Ranj au Sepanj ang Jal an, and shocki ng everyone with his
scathing political satires in Shit and Vonm t, Shahnon nmade anot her
aboutturn yesterday.

He wants to defend his seat.

"Al though | amnot feeling well," he said, coughing badly, "I hope our
| eadership will give ne another chance."

The DAP, too, has gone back on its word.

Just | ast week, the DAP's Batu Gaj ah MP Fong Po Kuan deci ded t o def end
her seat after announcing | ast year that she woul d not.

Fong, who at 26 becane the youngest MP after her victory in the 1999
general election, said she would put her self-interest aside and seek



reel ection, as she did not want to be a bystander while the country was
faci ng many chal | enges.

But then, the DAP is known for the conflicting statements of its
| eaders.

On May 11, 2002, DAP national publicity bureau secretary Gobi nd Si ngh
Deo said the people should reject Pas if it continued to deny nulti-
cul turalismin Ml aysia.

The very next day, party deputy chairman Karpal Singh said although the
DAP objected to the setting-up of an Islamic state, the party was willing
to work with Pas agai nst Bari san Nasi onal on "broader and significant
i ssues that affect the people”.

The DAP | eft the Alternative Front in Sept 2001.

When former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sai d that | ongserving
politicians shoul d nake way for new faces, Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr
Li mKeng Yai k, who had several tines since 1997 indicated his desire to
retire, openly agreed.

However, his party nenbers strongly felt Dr Limstill had a lot to offer
to Gerakan and the BN

Many senior | eaders in the BN declared their agreenment with Dr Mahathir,
who hi nsel f kept his word and retired gracefully on Oct 31 | ast year.

And there is Pas.

El ection Conmi ssion chai rman Tan Sri Abdul Rashi d Abdul Rahman | ast week
rem nded political parties that prom sing "tickets to heaven" for votes
was an of f ence.

Pas was known to have resorted to such tactics in the past, but party
secretary-general Nasharuddin Mat |sa cl ai med Pas had never done any such
t hi ng.

Just a fewdays | ater, Pas spiritual adviser and Kel antan Menteri Besar
Dat uk Ni k Aziz Ni k Mat said the party would continue to use the tactic
until nom nation day.

Yest erday, Pas president Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang said the party's
mani f est o had been drawn up wi th Keadil an and outlined the general
principles accepted by all parties. "If (Pas) wi ns the nost nunber of
seats,"” Hadi said, "we will forman Islanmic state. "

But Keadi | an does not support this.

Last Novenber, Keadil an and partner Parti Rakyat Ml aysi a had sai d t hat
theterm"lslanic state" woul d continue to rai se m sunder st andi ngs and
unnecessary fear, especially anong non- Misl i s.

In a joint statenent, Keadilan president Datin Seri Wan Azi zah Wan
Ismail and PRMpresident Dr Syed Husin Ali said: "W believe the | aunching
of the docunment is neither appropriate nor tinely especially with the
general election com ng soon."

So has Keadil an gone back on its word not to support Pas' Islamc state
idea? O is this another instance of words of mass distraction?

W have anot her recent about turn from Pas.
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