03/ 03/ 2004

Two-thirds certain for BN, says Dr Mahathir

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Former Prinme M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad t oday
expressed confi dence that the Bari san Nasi onal woul d be returned to power
with a two-thirds najority in the general election and perform”better
than in 1999".

He said the BN s chances in Qpposition-held States Terengganu and
Kel ant an were "good", as the peopl e were no | onger disgruntled over the
1998 sacking of former Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim

"They exploited the i ssue of Anwar | brahimin 1999, but now peopl e have
accepted that what was done was right," he told reporters after a Press
conference on the Mal aysia M crochip (MM Chip) at N kko Hotel here.

Dr Mahathir light-heartedly fielded questions on the el ections, but was
firmon his decision to vacate his Kubang Pasu seat in Kedah.

"Definitely not," was his response to a query on whet her he woul d be
contesting.

"What about your seat?" a reporter asked.

"My seat? My seat ada di rumah |ah (is at hone)," he said, to | aughter
fromall present.

He said the di sposition of the Kubang Pasu seat woul d be up to Umo, and
he woul d accept "anythi ng and anyone" the party chose.

"I do not want to contest anynore," he affirned. "My tinme is over."

On al l egations by the Opposition that he still wi el ded power behind the
scenes, Dr Mahathir | aughed heartily and said: "If that is what they
i magi ne, then | et themi magi ne whatever."
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