13/ 05/ 2004

US rapped for statenent on Pal estinian state

PUTRAJAYA, Wed. - Mal aysia, the chairman of the Non-Aligned Myvenent,
today criticised the United States for saying that the 2005 target to
establish a Pal estinian state was no | onger a "realistic goal"”

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said the US, as a prine
nmover of the international Quartet that drafted the peace road map for
Pal estine and I srael, shoul d not make such statenments as it woul d further
i nfl ame Pal estinians and ot her Mislim nations.

The US should realise that the birth of a free and peaceful Pal estinian
state was the responsibility of the international comunity, Syed Hami d
added.

US Presi dent George W Bush in an intervieww th an Egypt news daily
| ast week, said the USremains committed to the road nap which calls for
t he establishment of a Pal estinian state, but that the 2005 target was no
| onger realistic.

But Syed Hami d said Pal estine remained a critical issue as the | ong-
st andi ng oppressi on of the Pal estinians was one of the root causes of
viol ence and terrorism

"It isinportant that the US stop naking statenents that can create nore
tension. Already the current situationis attributed to dissatisfaction,

i njustice and oppression and narginalisation of the Pal estinians."

He added that the 2005 conmitment shoul d be adhered to if the
i nternational conmunity was sincere about seeing a Pal estinian state and
Israel living side by side.

"That shoul d be the vision and the road map that was approved by the
Quartet and endorsed by the United Nations nmust be put back on track," he
sai d.

Syed Hani d was speaking after inspecting the Putrajaya Convention
Centre, the venue for the one-day M nisterial Meeting of the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM Conmittee on Pal estine tonorrow.

The neeting is expected to i ssue a joint comruni que on the need for the
road map to be put back on track and to urge Israel to end its occupation
of Palestinianterritories and other atrocities.

On the US economi ¢ sanctions on Syria, Syed Ham d sai d Washi ngt on nust
be cautious with such a nove whi ch woul d only aggravate the anger of
Musl i m nati ons.

"There nmust be a cogent reason to punish Syria. What about the continued
occupation of Pal estine? Wiat action is US taking in respect of what is
happening in the Pal estine-Israel conflict?"

The US has i nposed econom ¢ sanctions on Syria after accusing the Arab
state of supportingterrorists andfailingto stopnilitants entering
Irag, its continued occupation of Lebanon and all eged accumul ati on of
weapons of mass destruction.

Bush ordered a freeze on certain Syrian assets inthe US and a halt to
all Anerican exports apart fromhunmanitarian itens.

FI i ghts between Syria and the US have been banned but exports of US
food, nedicines and aircraft parts are not affected, for safety reasons.
Meanwhi |l e in Langkawi, fornmer Prine M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad
sai d NAMwas unabl e to do anything significant inresolving the Israeli-
Pal estinian conflict as a solution to the problemwas in the hands of

superpowers such as the United States.

Expressi ng his doubts over what the novenent coul d achi eve to resol ve



the problem Dr Mahathir said NAMcoul d only voice its protest against

Israel's continued oppression because inthe end it was up to superpowers
to put a stop toit.

Citing the exanple of the US-led coalition's invasion of Iraq, Dr
Mahat hi r added the US and its allies went ahead and attacked Iraq despite
wor | d-wi de protests, including fromNAM

( END)
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