24/ 06/ 2004

40 conpanies to train U TMstudents

SUBANG JAYA, Wed. - Universiti Teknol ogi Mara (U TM has forned a snart
partnership wi th 40 conpani es whi ch woul d train and provi de enpl oynent to
its graduates.

It has also set up the U TMIndustry Linkages Centre (ULC) to realise
this.

H gher Education Mnistry Parlianmentary Secretary Datuk Dr Adham Baba,
incongratulating Ui TM said nore universities should enulateit.

The aimis to produce a well-rounded graduate who would fit easily in
the job market. Such a graduate woul d know what i s expected of hi mwhen he
joins his enpl oyer as he has been given sufficient training while still
st udyi ng.

"One reason for unenpl oynent anong graduates is that they do not have
the necessary skills and exposure fromthe industry while they are still
st udyi ng.

"Such a co-operation will benefit both parties, as even industries will
stand to benefit fromresearch and devel opnment done i n the universities,"
he said.

U TM vi ce-chancel | or Datuk Seri Professor |brahi mAbu Shah said the
part nership, done through the U LC, would see a nore co-ordi nated working
rel ationshi p between i ndustry players fromvarious sectors and the
uni versity.

"W want to reduce the m smatch between what is taught at university and
t he needs of industries," |brahimsaid.

The | i nkages woul d be established through various forns of joint
ventures such as contract research, industrial training and attachnents
and consul tations. Lecturers will be able to observe current trends and
conduct their | essons with a nore practical viewpoint rather than just
theoretical .

U TMtoday al so held a sem nar at Dewan Sri Budi man, U TM attended by
i ndustry players fromsectors such as financial, manufacturing,

i nformati on technol ogy and heal t h.

Si x papers were presented. The first paper, entitled University-Industry
Li ngkages: A G obal Perspective, was presented by Dat uk Sansudi n Abu
Hassan, the Mal aysi an Furniture I ndustry Council president.

Papers were al so presented by SirimBhd chi ef executive officer Datuk Dr
Mohd Ariffin Aton, M GHT chi ef executive officer Datuk Dr Ahnmed Taser Lope
Pi hi e, KonsortiumLogi k Ber had chai rman M rzan Mahat hi r, Consol i dat ed
Pl ant ati ons Ber had managi ng di rect or Datuk Syed Tam n Syed Mohaned and
Pristine Goup managi ng director Tan Sri Dr Lau Ban Tin.
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