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Three nont hs on, nonmentum bui | ds

THREE nmonths is not a long time, but the tinme Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi has been Prinme M nister seens to have flown by in the blink of an
eye. It is already possible to | ook back and see how wong sone of his
detractors were before he becane PM when they aired their proform
reservations over his "drive", or "energy", or "vision", etc. Three nonths
on, consider what he's done

He has begun tackling public-sector corruption on two fronts: by shaking
up enforcenent agencies with the rem nder that no one i s above the | aw,
and by sprucing up the "public delivery systent by insisting that the
i nterface between Governnent and t he peopl e operates efficiently and
honestly, with a sincere zeal for transparency and sound corporate
gover nance

He has activated youth, recognising that i nsofar as "they are the
future", the future is here and now. This has been a nost heartening
recognition of the sacrifices the ol der generati on have made i n respect of
the youth of today. It is not over-optim stic to expect that youth wll
rally around this chall enge as never before. W will watch the progress of
the Vi sion School s and National Service as baroneters of their
empower nent, even as their inmmediate elders are called on to assune the
reins of the nation's managenent and operations.

On the foreign front, Abdullah's recent whirlw nd introductory tour of
Asean was remarkabl e for the refurbishnent of Malaysia's bilatera
relations in the region. In the particular case of Singapore, what had
once seened stal enated i s noving again at a pace and in a direction both
countries find nore workabl e.

Abdullah's initiationinto top officeis also to be noted for what he
has not done. He has not flagged, despite a working schedul e that has
al armed those concerned for his physical well-being. He has not proven
hesitant or uncertain in decision-making. He has robustly rebutted notions
that he woul d be a "caretaker” PM nmuddling al ong on the nomentumof his
predecessor. The best of Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s many | egaci es renai ns.
But Abdul | ah has al ready stanped his own identity on national governance,
and the Governnent and nation are, so far, the better for it.



	Three months on, momentum builds (NST 02/02/2004)

