03/ 07/ 2004

Umo polls sees political tenperature up

AS the el ection for party posts in 191 Umo divi sions gets under way this
month, the political tenperature goes up. Prized posts at the party's
annual neeting in Septenber beckon. Already, it is clear there is an
openness about expression of views not evident the |l ast time around.

There is the usual specul ati on about whether there will be a contest for
the post of party president, even if the specul ation on the deputy
president's position is not so strong this tine around.

This is par for the course as party functionaries jostle for support,
deal s and trade-offs. If well-managed, it is likely that there will be no
chal | enge

O course, there nmight be the maverick who m ght chal |l enge against the
odds.

Tengku Razal ei gh' s name has been nentioned. But he i s neither a maverick
nor soneone inclined to chall enge agai nst the odds. In 1987, he cane
pretty damed cl ose to unseating Tun Dr Mahathir.

W do not have the sane situation today - and not only because there is
no teamA and B in Umo. Tengku Razal eigh's political position has waned
with tine and, as new political forces take hold of Umo, not |east in
Kel antan, his power base.

The | ast general election, which was a triunph for Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah
Ahrmad Badawi and Dat uk Must apa Mohanmed, showed how Tengku Razal ei gh was no
| onger the political factor he was in Kelantan. In the past, if Umo won
i n Kel antan agai nst Pas, it was because of Tengku Razaleigh; if it |ost
(whi ch was nost of the tine), Tengku Razal ei gh woul d stand out as the only
one el ect ed.

At the | ast el ection, neither was any | onger the case. Actually the
Tengku Razal ei gh factor in Kelantanis no nore. | don't think he should,
or will, challenge Abdullah, although it nmight be useful for himto know
he ni ght be appointed to the Suprene Council.

The nore credi bl e and i nteresting devel opments are the di vergent views
about conpetition and challenge at the vice-president |evel and bel ow. No
doubt the profileration of views - and youthful vigour - may have
consequences for future chall enges for the top two positions, but for now
that's where they are, at the | evel s bel ow.

Al t hough Dat uk Shahrir Samad has been called all sorts of things -
maveri ck, | oose cannon - he is no spring chicken at 55. But one has to
adm re his energy and vi gour in propounding his views, and fighting his
fight - as against, nost famously, the all-mghty Tun Dr Mahathir. He is
certainly not faint-hearted.

So his brand - fighting for party vice-president without mnisterial
position and with no state colouration - is not a lot of hot air that wll
go off in a puff. There is an argunent to be nade, and to be engaged,
whi ch woul d enliven the canpaign

Anot her interesting sub-plot is the strong difference of view between
Wanita stalwarts, | ed by Dat uk Paduka Rafi dah Azi z, and Puteri pretenders,
| ed by Dat uk Azal i na O hman, over whet her outgoi ng Puteris should stand
for Wanita posts as they conein. It is difficult to see how they can be
precl uded or excluded, not only as they cannot be deni ed support, but
al so, as we can see in the corporate sector, there is a generationa
change t aki ng pl ace, whi ch cannot be avoi ded, even if it can be tenpered.

So watch this space
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