19/ 07/ 2004
Undi sputed No. 1 | eader

By Kalinmullah Hassan
I T'S done now.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi has been gi ven the fina
mandat e, consolidating his position as the country's undi sputed No. 1
| eader.

After Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad retired on Oct 31 and passed the baton to
Abdul I ah, the first step was to get endorsement fromthe 14-nenber Bari san
Nasi onal coalition as chairman of the BN. This Abdul | ah did.

The second was to secure a mandate fromthe people. This too he did.

In the March general election, the Abdullah-led BN secured its best-ever
el ectoral victory, winning nore than 90 per cent of the seats in
Par | i ament, regaining control of Opposition-held Terengganu handsorely,
and conming within a whisker of winning the only other Opposition-
controlled State, Kel antan

Yet, there were still the doubting Dauds who questi oned whet her the
Prime M nister had Umo's support.

BN endor senent ? Fi ne, they said. General election victory? Sure, fine.
But Umo is the nost inportant. Abdullah still needs Umo's endorsenent.

Bot h Abdul | ah and hi s chosen deputy Dat uk Seri Naji b Razak resoundi ngly
recei ved Umo's endor senent yesterday.

The only chall enge, if it can even be called that, cane from Tengku
Razal ei gh Hanzah. The Kel antan prince so far has only one nomi nation out
of 191. That too fromhis own divi sion, which he has | ed for decades.

Wth just a handful of divisions yet to hold their neetings, it is
unl i kely that Razaleigh will get any nore noninations to nmake his score
nore respect abl e.

For Tengku Razal ei gh, 67, one of the nmain players in Umo politics in
the 1980s, the road to top | evel politics has probably cone to a dead end.

In many ways, it is a changing of the guard. Razal ei gh's contenporaries
and peers, who becane power houses in the 1970s under the visionary
gui dance of Tun Abdul Razak Hussein, have all retired

Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, Tan Sri Musa Hitam Tun Ghaf ar Baba and many
ot her warl ords and chi eftains of the 1980s have passed on, either retired
or thrust into the political wlderness.

The re-generation process is firmy in place, and the future belongs to
the Naj i bs and H shanmmuddi ns of the worl d, and t he many Husni s, Azali nas,
Khal eds, Norzas and Khairys behi nd them

For Abdullah, it is an endorsenent of all the nmeasures and policy
refornms he has i npl enented since he became Prinme Mnister

At the same tinme, Abdul |l ah has the opportunity to institute changes with
the full force of his position because he has all the nandates now.

And Abdul | ah al so knows that for the next three years, Umo nenbers wil |
be wat ching to see whether he delivers.

They have gi ven himtheir confidence. He, in turn, has to repay their
trust. O face their wath.
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