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"Private sector contributed to strong econonic grow h'

By HAM SAH HAM D

MALAYSI A" S ability torope in the private sector in its devel opnent
programre has brought strong econom c growth and reduced poverty, a
Uni ted Nati ons Devel opnent Programme (UNDP) senior officer said.

New Yor k- based UNDP associ at e admi ni strator Zephirin Di abre said
Mal aysi a' s i npressive economc growh was led by refornms in the
governnent sector and strong participation by its private sector in
nati on-bui | di ng.

"There are a lot of initiatives here to showthe private sector's
engagenent in the country's devel opnent.

"Ml aysia has | essons to contribute to the world," he told a news
conference to launch the UNDP report on "Unl eashi ng Entrepreneurshi p:
Maki ng Busi ness Work for the Poor" in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

Diabre is in Kuala Lunmpur for a two-day Asia-Africa Trade and

| nvest mrent Forum which ends today. Al so present was Kual a Lumpur-based
UNDP resi dent representative for Mal aysia, Singapore and Brunei

Ri chard
Leet e.

Di abre noted that the Mal aysi an Governnent is reaching out to poor
countries in Africa by working with conpanies there in sectors such as
oil and gas, construction and tel econmuni cati ons. The Governnent is al so

providing training in various areas for these African states.

Leete said fornmer Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had started
the initiative and the current prem er, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi ,
was taking it further.

According to Diabre and Leete, Mal aysia's donestic approach neets the
recomendations in the UNDP' s report, which enphasi se expansion in
private sector investment as the driver of econonic growh that can
reduce poverty; enabling environnent for the small and medi umsi zed

enterprises; private sector's capacity in contributing to devel opnent
goal s; and col | aborati on between all stakehol ders - the Governnent,
devel opnent institutions, private sector and civil society.

The report, presented to UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan on March 1,

called for targeted policy refornms and initiatives to unl eash the ful
econom ¢ and social potential of the small and ni d-sized busi nesses
enpl oyi ng and serving the world' s poor.

Di abre sai d policy changes can be seen in Mal aysi a's devel opnent pl ans:
in the 1960s, the enphasis was on public sector initiatives but |ater on

the five-year devel opnent plans incorporated the private sector's
participation as a partner in the country's growth
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