04/ 06/ 2004
Ex-PMstill shows concern for islands' devel opment

By Professor Phang Si ew Mi

THE Mal aysi an Soci ety of Marine Sciences (MSM5) is greatly encouraged by
recent news reports which clearly indicate that our country's | eadership
under st ands, appreci ates and cares for our precious natural heritage.

We woul d |ike to salute Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad for the sound advice
whi ch he expressed recently, with regard to Pul au Ti oman i n particul ar and
the islands of Ml aysia in general.

Qur former Prime Mnister once agai h showed his wi sdomand concern when
he advi sed that the Governnent shoul d pl an and devel op each i sl and
separately, accordingtotheir potential andlimtations, with due regard
to preserving the environment and beauty of each of the islands.

We woul d al so li ke to congratul ate the Tourism Culture & Environnent
M ni ster of Sabah, Datuk Chong Kah Ki at, for preventing over-devel opnment
and degradation of the fragil e mari ne environnment at Pul au Si padan and f or
his efforts to get this precious world-class diving destination |isted as
a Wrld Heritage site.

Such concern and proactiveness augur well for Mal aysia's fragil e coastal
and island heritage.

MSMB st ands ready to contribute and hel p in the sustai nabl e devel opnent
or ecol ogi cal restoration of our fragile environment, in particular the
i slands and their inherent marine resources.

The society is well represented, with diverse nmenbership ranging from
mari ne ent husi asts to established scientists fromthe various universities
and research institutions in Ml aysia.
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