11/ 06/ 2004

Ex- senat or best owed Russi an award

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - A former Ml aysi an senator has becone the second
Mal aysi an to be bestowed with the Russi an Order of Friendship by President
VI adi mir Putin.

Lt-Kol (rtd) Datuk Abdul Hamid I brahim 64, the Wrld Veterans'

Federati on (W/F) president, received the award fromRussi an Anrbassador to
Mal aysi a, Vladimr N kol aevich Morozov, at the Russian National Day
cel ebration at N kko Hotel tonight.

The award is in recognition of his contribution to the devel opnent of
the i nternational veterans' novenent as well as strengthening friendship
and co-operation between the people.

Former Prine M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad received a sinilar award
fromPutin | ast year.

Abdul Hami d described the award as an honour for all Ml aysians and the
veterans' fraternity fromall over the world in recognition of the
services and sacrifices of soldiers.

"I amproud to be bestowed with such a prestigi ous award by a proni nent
worl d | eader like Putin," he said. He said he hoped that it woul d spur
nore Mal aysi ans to serve the world for peace and harnony.

Abdul Ham d was the first non-European to be el ected WF president for a
three-year termin 2000. He was re-el ected unopposed for a second term
| ast Decenber.

The W/F was established in Paris, France, in 1950 and represents over 30
mllion veterans and their dependants in nore than 170 veterans'
organi sations in 85 countries.

Abdul Ham d, fromJohor Baru, was conm ssioned as a second-|i eut enant
with the Royal Mal ay Regi ment in 1956 after attending the Royal Mlitary
Acadeny in Sandhurst, Engl and.

He subsequently attended the Arny Staff Coll ege i n Canberl ey, Engl and,
and the Joint Services Staff College in Canberra, Australi a.

After retiring fromthe arned forces in 1974 to go i nto busi ness, he
devoted histine to the veterans' novenent |ocally and internationally,
serving in various capacities including as WF vice-presi dent (1988-1997)
and treasurer-general (1997-2000).

He becane presi dent of the Royal Mal ay Regi nent O ficers Club in 1993,
presi dent of the Mal aysi an Armed Forces Veterans Council in 1999,

Mal aysi an Arnmed Forces Veterans Affairs Advi sory Council nmenber in 2001
and Mal aysi an Gover nnment Pensi oners' Association council nenber in 2002.
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