12/ 03/ 2004
W'l be watching you!

Ani t a Anandar aj ah; Debra Chong

YOU RE only 17, so you won't be among those casting their votes on March
21. But in five years, which candi date or party woul d you vote for and
why? ANl TA ANANDARAJAH and DEBRA CHONG spoke to 17-year-olds to get an

i dea of issues that are close to their heart.

"OUT with the school uniform Let us express creativity in our dressing.
W shoul d be able to wear what we want - whether casual, trendy or preppy
cl ot hes.

"And we won't have to worry about the rich kids showi ng up on the | ess
wel | -to-do. W can shop for bargains at thrift shops and create a whol e
new | ook.

"I also worry that | may not be able to get into a |l ocal university.
Wiile | do understand that there is a reason for the i nmpl ementation of the
guota system it should be fair to all - whether in schools or at the
wor kpl ace. We shoul d be col our blind.

"Many of us apply to private colleges or go abroad to further our
st udi es because we know that we don't stand a chance in |oca
uni versities. So, the Governnent who i npl enents the nerit systemwl|
definitely get ny vote". - Lavanya Jeevaraj, Perak

"WHAT about setting up an organi sati on made up of youths - peopl e aged
between 13 and 24 - to act as a consultative body to the Governnment? There
are projects that coul d have been better executed i f young peopl e had been
consul ted. National Service is a good exanple. Mdxst of us would prefer to
have NS over a shorter period of tine.

"Find out what we want. Usually, it isn't nuch. I'd like to see nore
venues for action sports. Wat about a skateboardi ng park i n Ter engganu?
It's a healthy way to let off steamand we can al so neet |ike-ni nded
people in a safe, open space

"But here's sonmething I'd really Iike the new Governnent to do for us.

I ntroduce roadshows or activities to expose us to the election. | would
like to be a part of it and understand what everyone is getting excited
about. Learning how Parliament functions in the textbook bores nme to
tears. But seeing it “live' is adifferent ballgane. Hel p us understand,
get us interested and then you may get our vote." - Nur Hasanah Mazal an
Ter engganu

"REVAMP t he education system It's currently too examoriented. Al we
do is menorise information. Look at Moral Studies. W have to nenorise
“useful' values. Were's the practical use? W read of young Mal aysi ans
commi tting robbery, rape and nurder. They went through t he sane educati on
system They studied Moral and attended agama cl asses. Do you think they
wer e appl yi ng anyt hing they | earnt fromthose subjects?

"One of Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad's aspirations is to produce a Mal aysi an
Nobel Prize winner in the science field. To achieve this, we should be
all owed to be creative and encouraged to think out of the box. One way is
to introduce a variety of subjects and allow us to choose that which
interests us. Then, we can develop skills in our field of interest froma

young age
“You'l | get my vote if you can el evate our country's status in the field
of education." - Jaganraj Ramachandran, Pahang

"I WOULDIlike to see the ruling party truly encourage greater racial and
rel i gi ous under st andi ng anong citizens. The "racial and reli gi ous harnony
we have nowis nore tolerance'. There is a |l ack of true understandi ng of



each race's custons and beliefs. We need to enphasi se equality.

"There is al so a need for nore concerted efforts in cracking down on
crines agai nst wonmen - rape, nol est cases, donmestic viol ence and even
snatch thefts. The Governnment coul d be nore pro-active in raising
awar eness of wonen's rights. They shoul d al so i ncrease security through
nore police patrols and even by inproving street |ighting.

"W need to encourage the | ocal arts scene nore. Many | ocal artistes
experience great difficulty ingettinginternational recognitionduetoa
| ack of government financial support. More inportantly though, they suffer
fromtight censorship on what is considered "tasteful' or “politically
correct'." - Victoria Ong, Johor

"1' Mdi sappoi nted with the present State Governnent. Look at Seremban,
it's nowhere near as devel oped as the other states. There have been
enpty prom ses over the past year - the international-level stadiumin
Paroi and a bow ing centre for the com ng Sukma Ganes never materiali sed.
The Ganes i s two nont hs away, yet there's still no sign of work starting
on the stadium What a joke.

"Do somet hing about that. It's not just for the Games. Once that's over,
the public will be able to enjoy international-level facilities. Show nme
what you can do for Serenban.

"I've al so got a bone to pick with the doubl e standards i nposed on
foreign nusic artistes. Have you seen Britney Spears' video Toxic? It's
been shredded to pi eces! Wy? On the other hand, we have |ocally-produced
musi ¢ videos with girls prancing around i n spaghetti-strap tops and tube
tops. |'mnot offended by their choice of costune but why the double
standards? " - Hazi mah Aminah Azman, Negri Senbil an

"I WOULD like the ruling party to give nore credibility to the opinions
of yout hs. Ri ght now, whenever yout hs make a coment or observation, they
are shot down as i mmature and nai ve.

"Even the youth wings of political parties suffer fromthis
nm sconcepti on. The Government says youths are the | eaders of the future
but they don't treat us as such.

"The Governnent shoul d di scourage the kiasu culture where we try to
achieve irrelevant things |ike the | argest nooncake, the | ongest satay
Iine, the biggest concrete bird. They are a waste of noney. "I understand
these projects are to build patriotismin the rakyat. Well and good, but I
t hi nk we shoul d be encouraged to take pride in nore practical and useful
activities |ike building businesses for the disabled.” - Goh Eu Jin,

Sel angor

"THE Gover nment shoul d revi ew our educati on system especially the way
our national exams are being handl ed. There are some aspects which are
totally irrelevant to our studies and a waste of tine. For instance, we
have to create a Moral folio for SPM One of the conmponents requires us to
prove our belief in God, to fulfil the Rukun Negara principle of
" Keper cayaan kepada Tuhan'. How do we prove sonething i ke that? Do we
take pictures of us praying? That is just too superficial and
hypocritical." - Jam e Chang Su Lin, Perak

"I WANT t he Governnent to provide better and nore efficient public
transport. It'd be great if they could have the bullet train which would
save tinme, noney and decrease air pollution and traffic jans.

"Very often, public buses just zoomby bus stops w thout stopping to
pi ck up passengers. I nmagine howfrustrating and tiringit is towait so
| ong without getting a ride. Not everyone can afford cars.

"On top of that, these buses emt dirty, black funes that pollute the
air. | would lI'i ke Mal aysia to have a cl eaner environnent." - Mchelle
McGQui re, Penang

"BRINGinternational concerts to Kuching. Mist of us can't afford to



spend hundreds of ringgit on a plane ticket (although there's AirAsia now)
on top of the concert ticket price, which I'msure will cost about RMLOO.
I'd vote for the Governnent who can bring Wezer or Maroon 5 to Kuchi ng!
They're nmy favourite alternative bands and |'d do ANYTHI NG to see themon
ny turf.

"Ch, there also aren't any futsal courts in Kuching. |'msure many teens
here woul d be happy to see one here.

"I"d also like to see our virgin jungle preserved. |'man avid trekker
and spend a | ot of time hiking through the jungle. In Sarawak, we're stil
fortunate to have plenty of virgin jungle. Cone down hard on illega
| oggers. If | see serious enforcenment taking place, you d get ny vote."
Bryan Herbert, Sarawak

"I think it's sad if a student is unable to continue his studies just
because he is poor. The Governnent shoul d nake need the deciding factor
when awar di ng schol arships. | don't think it matters what hi s background
is as long as he can study and wants to.

"Al so, they need to provide facilities that work properly. The roads in
ny area are usually rosak. The Governnent shoul d make sure that when they
do sonmething, they do it properly, not half-heartedly.

"It is inportant for the Government to ensure that our country is
peaceful and free fromcorrupti on. Make sure there is no el enent of noney
politics, especially during the elections." - Mihanmad Zul hilm GOsnan,
Kedah

"DO us a favour and introduce junior clubs. These are |ike regul ar
cl ubs where only youths between 11 and 17 can go party. Junior clubs wll
be a safe outlet as there won't be any al cohol served. Al so, no one above
18 i s all owed, thus no sl eazy characters pushi ng drugs. Openi ng hours can
be from9pmto midnight. All we want is to hang out with friends and dance
to good nusic.

"Futsal is gaining quite a followi ng here. Mal aysia participated in the
Asi an Foot bal | Confederation's futsal tournament in Jakarta |l ast Cct ober
but we lost 17-0 to Iran. | want the new Governnment to i ntroduce training
programmes i n school s t o encourage nore student participation. O ganise
conpetitions at state and national |evel to select talented players. Build
nmore futsal courts. R ght now, rental for these courts is as high as RMLOO
per hour. How can students afford it? " - Chuman Dev Chandra Bose, Kual a
Lunpur

"THE Government needs to enforce its policies on conservation and
preservation, especially the rainforest. They need to control the chopping
down of trees.

"Instead they shoul d pl ant nore big, shady trees, especially by the

roadside in town, |like in Singapore. The small, flowering bushes we have
nowto beautify the | andscape are very nice and pretty but are not very
practical .

"They al so need to educate the public on recycling. W have recycling
bi ns yes, but when you do see them they're usually overflow ng with al
ki nds of rubbish. Clearly the Governnent needs to teach the public howto
separate waste. What we al so need are nore recycling bins located in
public and strategic places, especially in housing areas. Peopl e are not
that willing to wal k very far just to throw a couple of enpty cola cans. -
Cornelia Wng, Ml acca

"THE Gover nment shoul d make entry into | ocal universities be wholly

based on nerit. | don't think anyone woul d be happy to | earn that they got
injust to fill up sonme quota instead of on how hard t hey've worked for
it. I know!| won't.

"They shoul dn't have National Service either. Howis it going to help if
all we do is march around and | earn Hi story all over again? | think



patriotismcan be instilled in other nore practical ways.

"I't would be great if the Governnent would all ow nore internationa
artistes to have concerts here wi thout much restrictions. | think we're
mat ure enough at our age to decide what to foll ow and what not to."

Josephi ne Tan, Penang
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