17/ 07/ 2004
Congrats, Dr Mtells Channel sw mer

By Zaharah O hman
VWHEN 20-year-ol d Lennard Lee (picture) spoke of his plan to conquer the
Engl i sh Channel, it was greeted with sonme nonchal ance.

Now there is only admiration for the second-year nedi cal student who
became t he second Mal aysi an to cross the 33. 6kmchannel on Tuesday - and
in good tinme, too.

H s tinme of nine hours and 45 mi nutes was a huge i nprovenent over the 17
hours 35 m nutes taken by Datuk Abdul Mlik Mydin in August | ast year.

Not surprising then that the accol ades have started fl owi ng. Wen
Lennard woke up yesterday norning, he was greeted by a note of
congratul ations fromformer Prinme Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad.

"I amproud and every Mal aysi an nust al so be proud of your achi evenent.
Just goes to show what Ml aysi ans can do when they set their minds on any
chal I enge. Mal aysi a obvi ously Bol eh, and you certainly Boleh - keep it
up!"

The note was faxed to his father Dr Lee Siow M ng, a scientist at the
Uni versity Col |l ege London, fromthe former PMs of fice.

A nessage of congratul ati ons was al so recei ved fromthe Youth and Sports
M nistry. Lee and his famly are | ooking forward to neeti ng Dat uk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi next weekend when the Prime M nister neets the
Mal aysi an conmunity during his visit to Britain.

"l amjust overwhel med and excited that people are giving ne the
support,” said Lee, still resting at a caravan site overl ooking the
Channel .

Lennard rai sed STGL, 500 (RWB, 750) for charities in Malaysia as well as
inthe UK and plans to do nore nore swins for charity.

"Once Lennard has sonething on his nmind, he will not rest,” said Dr Lee.

And his strong will is sonething other menbers of the clan in Ml acca
can attest to.

In Mal acca, Tan Choe Choe reports Lennard's uncle Dr Lee Yew M ng, a
heart surgeon at a private hospital there, as saying that his nephew had
al ways been advent urous.

"He was never one to back down fromany difficult task. Just |ast year,
he cycled with his younger brother Julian, who was then about 16, from
Bangkok to Ho Chi Mnh City in Vietnamin just under one nonth," he said.

Sone of the noney raised during the Channel crossing will go to the Seck
Ki a Eenh Tenpl e's Cancer Fund here.

"He wanted to raise funds for cancer foundations because | think he has
learnt fromhis father howdebilitating and devastati ng t he di sease can
be," said Yew M ng.

Meanwhi | e, Mal acca Yout h and Sports Exco Datuk R Raghavan said the
State Governnent only | earned of Lennard's feat today and said the State
Sports Counci| woul d di scuss the best way to reward him
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