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A bridge to the spirit world?

Tunku Yusuf Jewa

UNTIL | ast year, Kota Baru was served by two bridges that span the
Kel antan river - the Sultan Yahya Bridge (linking Wakaf Baru) and t he
Sal or Bridge (Shortcut to Rantau Panjang/ Sungai Gol ok).

Over the years, traffic across these bridges increased ten-fold. So, to
ease the congesti on the Tendong bri dge was constructed, wi th easy access
to Kanpong Bunut Susu.

Soon after the bridge was officially opened in 2003 by the then Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad (now Tun), sone ki nd of ghost
stories started circul ati ng about the bridge. My 10-year-old niece Mjidah
once told ne that one storny night as a lone notorist was crossing this
bridge fromthe Bunut Susu side towards Kota Baru, he cane across a well-
illum nated restaurant filled to capacity.

He forgot about what he had seen until he crossed the sanme bridge
anot her night, only to realise that what he saw never exi sted.

Soon, nmore stories followed fromdifferent people who clained to have
sighted the ghost restaurant near the bridge.

Since | was young | have been interested in ghost stories. So one night,
out of sheer curiosity, | decided to drive to the Tendong Bri dge to see
for nyself whether ny eyes could play tricks |ike others.

Upon reaching the other end of the bridge, a flash of red |ight startled
me. But | realisedit was only the digital traffic lights. Perhaps | was
not ready for an appointnent with a spectre.
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