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70 yachts for Langkawi extravaganza

K. P. Varan

W TH 70 yachts fromall over the world expected to conpete in the Second
Royal Langkawi International Regatta on March 1-6, the event is expected
to be a sailing extravaganza.

Fol | owi ng t he huge success of the inaugural event |ast year, the
organi sers have to date received confirned entri es of 45 boats and nore
are expect ed.

To be hosted by the Royal Langkawi Yacht Club (RLYC), this year's event
is expected to be a bigger event as the Northeast winds are expected to
pi ck up speed during the regatta.

Organi sing conmi ttee chai rman Dat uk Megat Naj nuddi n Megat Khas and t he
Commodor e and princi pal founder nenber of the RLYC, Tunku Abdul | ah Tuanku
Abdul Rahnan, the man behind the event, have been burning the midnight oil
to ensure the race gets off and is run without a hitch.

I ndi vi dual sailors are al so headi ng to Ml aysi a, havi ng heard of the
keen conpetition fromlast year's event.

Entries are expected from Thail and, Singapore, the Philippines,
Australia, New Zeal and, Britain, the Cari bbean and the United Stat es.

The Prime M nister's Chall enge Trophy and t he RLYC Commodore's Cup are
up for grabs again this year and seasoned sailors, cruising yachtsnen and
others wll conpete in four gruelling races over a period of four days.
There will be daily prizes for the various categories.

Last year's event, whi ch was | aunched by then Acting Prine Mnister,

Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi, attracted a record 63 yachts and the
organisers are looking to top that with at | east 70 boats this year.

This year's prize presentation and cl osing cerenony will graced by
former Prime Mnister and Patron of the RLYC Tun Dr. Mahat hir Mhanad.

Entrance fee is RW50 (US$120) for the captain and one crew nmenber and
RMROO for each additional crew.
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