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Be friends, PMtells youth (HL)

Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Malaysia's future depends on the ability of its
yout h, who form60 per cent of the population, to forge multi-ethnic
friendships, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d today.

Touchi ng on the once-taboo subject of Malaysia's darkest hour - My 13,
1969 - Abdullah said the afternmath of the bl oody racial riots then was an
i mportant | esson of history.

Recounting his own experience of that tinme, Abdullah said things becane
so touchy that the Chinese were even afraid to be seen eating durian
because it was deenmed a "Mal ay product”.

He recalled inviting some of his Chinese friends to eat durian at his
house, and while they relished it, they "brushed their teeth vigorously"
afterwards so that other Chinese woul d not know what they had done.

"You may find it funny now," he said. "At that tine, it wasn't."

Abdul | ah' s sonbre tone drove hone t he nessage to the | arge gat hering of
young Chinese froma federation of ei ght Chi nese youth organi sations here
t oday.

The organi sati ons were t he Mal aysi an Uni ted Yout h Movenent, Young
Mal aysi ans Movenent, the Mal aysi an Xi ang Li an Yout h Associ ati on, Young
Buddhi st Associ ati on of Mal aysi a, Young Christian Associ ation of Ml aysi a,
Young Graduat es Associ ati on of Mal aysi a, Young Entrepreneurs Associ ation
of Mal aysi a and Mandarin Juni or Chanbers of Kual a Lunpur.

Top Chinese community and political |eaders, including MCA presi dent
Dat uk Seri Ong Ka Ting and Gerakan president Datuk Seri Li mKeng Yai k, and
Umo Yout h presi dent Datuk H shammuddi n Hussei n, were present.

Most of the audi ence were not even born when the May 13 inci dent took
pl ace, when Mal ays and Chi nese cl ashed shortly after the 1969 genera
el ection.

The vi ol ence was | argely confined to urban areas, particul arly Kual a
Lunmpur and Penang, and many were killed. The exact nunber of deaths
remai ns unknown till today.

Reconci liation took years, starting when the country's second Pri nme
M ni ster Tun Abdul Razak headed the Nati onal Operations Council (NOC), of
whi ch Abdul | ah was a key menber, and proceedi ng under the subsequent
| eader shi ps of Tun Hussein Onn and Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohaned.

Abdul | ah sai d the country had since devel oped trenmendously, and racia
unity had al so strengthened in tandem

"The unity we enjoy today did not materialise overnight.

"It had a beginning. It started when three political parties
representing the major races in the country cane toget her and forned an
alliance to work for the betternent of all," he said, referring to the
initial alliance between the country's three nmajor racial groups through
t he United Mal ays Nati onal Organisation (Umo), the Mal aysi an Chi nese
Associ ation (MCA) and the Mal aysi an | ndian Congress (M Q).

He said the | eaders of these races had the foresight and "a great | ove"
for Mal aysi a.

"They knew t he Mal ays, Chi nese and | ndi ans had no choice but to live
together and that it was better to co-operate than quarrel

"So they forned an alliance, and econoni ¢ and soci al programes were
i mpl emented for the common good of all," he said.

Abdul | ah said the young were "buds of new dynam sni, and nust have a
cl ear mission and understand the vision the country was striving to



achi eve.

He said the current generation of ol der Mal aysi ans woul d eventual |y be
gone and t he young woul d i nherit the country.

"They must know what has been bequeathed to them the direction they
want to head, and the vision and m ssion that have to be achieved."

May 13, he said, was conpelling evidence that | eaders need to consi der
the interests of all races in the agenda for nati onal devel opnent.

Mal aysi ans nmust nmake greater effort to understand the sensitivities of
ot hers, he said, adding that young Mal aysi ans nmust forge friendships with
t hose of other races and religions to enable themto understand and
accomodat e each other's ways of life.

"Friendshi ps, once forged, will tear down all racial and religious
barriers. Today, we are confortable in each other's presence. W can sit
and eat together unlike those days when separate neal s were served for
Musl i ns and non-Muslins."

Earlier, Mal aysian United Youth Movenment president Chan Teck Yin, who
represented t he ei ght Chinese youth associ ations, said Abdul | ah had proven
hi msel f as "a | eader for all".

"We give the Prime Mnister our full support and will back him" Chan
sai d.
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