14/ 05/ 2004

There are no short cuts to success, Azalina tells youths

BANG , Thurs. - Youth and Sports Mnister Datuk Azalina O hman Sai d t oday
hit out at youths who were only interested i n beconm ng popul ar and rich
overni ght without being prepared to work hard to achi eve their anbitions.

Azal i na sai d sone of these youths were not keen in hel ping to achi eve
t he nati onal devel opment agenda because they viewed it as a | engt hy
process.

"They want things the easy way and are not willing to start fromthe
bottom " she said.

She was speaki ng at the opening of a sem nar on the thoughts of
former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad at t he Enpl oyees' Provi dent
Fund (EPF) training institute near here.

The sem nar was organi sed by Universiti Uara Malaysia's Institute of
Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad's Thoughts. Al so present at the function was the
university's vice-chancel l or Prof Datuk Dr Ahmad Fawzi Mohd Basri .

About 400 yout hs conprising col | ege students and nenbers of the 4B Youth
Movenent are attendi ng the seninar.

Azalina, who is also Puteri Umo head, said of the 9.8 million youths in
the country, only two million were registered as nenbers of youth
or gani sati ons.

"About seven nmillion youths are not interested in joining youth
organi sations as they viewit of no inportance to themand feel that it
will take thema long tine before they can hold i nportant posts in the
or gani sati on.

"I nstead, they are nore keen to be i nvol ved i n gl anorous prof essi ons
i ke becom ng hosts of television programes, actors, actresses or
participating in singing conpetitions whichw Il bringtheminstant fane.

"These yout hs nust change their mnd-set and realise there is no fast
and easy way to achi eve success.

"One has to work hard, be deternined and dedicated if one wants to
succeed. Citing an exanpl e, Azalina said Dr Mahathir was a very dedi cat ed,
committed and di sciplined | eader who was always willing to work hard to
succeed.

"The youths shoul d foll ow the exanpl es set by Dr Mahathir and shoul d
observe how di sci pl i ned he was. "Wet her one succeeds or failsinlife
depends on onesel f and one's conmi tnent in achi eving one's aspirati ons.

"They shoul d al so stop the habit of blamng others if they do not get
what they want. One shoul d create opportunities for oneself instead of
just waiting for it to cone one's way."

( END)
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