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Johor unwilling to drop bridge project

MJUAR, Mon. - Johor will strongly resist any nove to abandon the proposed
bridge to repl ace the Causeway, Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman
made it clear today.

He said the question of "dropping the bridge" did not arise because this
was not the position of Umo Johor or the State Governnent.

"The construction of the bridge will proceed as planned. W will be very
firmon this,” he told reporters after a briefing on Ninth Mal aysia Pl an
devel opnent projects for the Miar district.

Ghani was responding to a suggestion by the Menber of Parlianent for
Johor Baru Datuk Shahrir Abdul Samad, who fl oated the idea yesterday that
Mal aysia drop the bridge project to nake it easier for Singapore to
resol ve outstandi ng bilateral issues with Ml aysia.

Si ngapore has yet to give its nod for the proposed el evated bridge to
repl ace the existing Causeway, although Malaysia is ready with the design
and raring to go with construction.

When the idea was first nooted by former Prine Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, a straight bridge was initially proposed. But when Singapore
started to drag its feet, Dr Mahahir had suggested that a "crooked bridge"
covering the Mal aysi an side of the Johor Strait be built instead.

However, when Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi t ook office, he refl oated
the idea of a straight bridge, saying such a project would be a | asting
| egacy of good nei ghbourly rel ati ons between Ml aysia and Si ngapore.

Ironically, Shahrir had al so supported the call for a straight bridge
early | ast year.

But yesterday, the backbencher unexpectedly changed his stance, saying
dropping the plan to build the bridge woul d enabl e Mal aysi a and Si ngapore
to focus on nore pressing matters.

Shahrir had al so suggested that Malaysia ternminate its rail service to
Si ngapore and give up its claimto land in Tanjung Pagar in the republic.

The | and in question, located in the centre of a major comrercial hub
in Singapore, is reportedly worth in excess of S$500 million (RML. 16
billion) at current market prices.

"I don't think we should be holding on to this land nerely because of
its commercial value,” he was quoted as saying

CGhani, saying that nobody shoul d nake the bridge an i ssue, stressed that
"whether it is a straight or crooked bridge, construction will proceed as
pl anned. There can be no two ways about it," he said.

Ghani said it was al so the hope and aspiration of the people of Johor
that the causeway be denolished to nake way for a new bri dge.

He did not understand why Shahrir was stirring up a controversy now when
he (Shahrir) had voted to go ahead with the project in Umo Johor.

Shahrir's views on the matter was pronpted by a remark by Deputy Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Najib Razak, who told reporters after a cl osed-door
nmeeting with Umo Johor | eaders in Johor Baru on Saturday, that the
Federal Government was still open to feedback from Johor on the on-going
Mal aysi a- Si ngapor e t al ks.

In Putrajaya, Najib, when asked to coment on Shahrir's suggestion, said
the Governnment woul d take note of views and suggestions fromall parties
on a new bridge to replace the Causeway to Singapore.

He said it was a matter between CGovernnents and that they were still in
di scussi on.



In Kual a Lunpur, Works M nister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said
construction of the bridge involved the two Governnents.
He said the bridge was needed to overcome congestion and i nprove
cl eanl i ness of the environment.
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