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Let's leave norality to individual famlies

By Johan Jaaffar

THE Cabi net came out with the npst sensible statenent on the arrest of 100
young Muslins at a nightclub in Kuala Lunpur recently: "Mrality issue is
best left to the famly." Mdderate Miuslins in the country sighed with
relief. For the rest, it is a clear indication we are not headi ng towards
"Tal i banism" The Governnent has reiterated its position that no one
shoul d hijack the religious agenda, not even overzeal ous officers from
some of its own ministries.

O ficers of the Federal Territory Religious Affairs Departnent (Jaw )
rai ded a nightclub in Jalan Anpang and according to reports, arrested and
hum | i ated them even deprived themof going to the toilet.

They herded the young people |like common crimnals and | ocked t hem up
for al mobst 10 hours, and were |left at the nmercy of an officer and his nen
who seened to be taking pl easure watchi ng sone of the skinpily-dressed
girls.

They were sadly doing it in the name of Islam W have seen this before
And we will see many nore such irresponsible acts if |eft unchecked.

No one questions their right to check on nightclubs or even conduct such
raids.

But, they should at | east understand the procedures and respect the
rights of others.

The nost inportant elenment in the statenment nmade by the Cabinet was that
the country's needs woul d be best served if the police | ook after crine
prevention and matters of norality are handled by the famly.

The Cabinet too will have to eval uate whet her the power to detain people
shoul d be taken out of the hands of religious authorities and placed only
in the hands of the police. W all know the police are entrusted with
every concei vabl e probl emour society is facing today. Considering, they
have done remarkably well.

The crime rate in this country is probably anbng the | owest in
devel opi ng countries. Yet, they need to be nore vigilant.

Even the Prine Mnister is concerned about the crinme rate that is in
fact increasing dramatically. Assisting Jawi to raid nightclubs should be
their last priority.

I must conmend Puteri Umo's stand on the issue.

Its chief, Noraini Ahnad, was correct in saying that until and unless
Musl i ms are banned from pl aces |i ke nightclubs that served |iquor, the
young have the right to go to such places to unwind and listen to live
bands. She asked: "What if one of the Muslimpatrons happens to be a wonman
in baju kurung who decides to turn up at the pub for sone good nusic? Is
that wrong too?"

This is not an easy issue to deal with. Not even the npbst seasoned of
politicians woul d dare cone out strongly on the issue. But Datuk Shahri zat
Jalil, as always, defied prevailing wisdomto take a stand on the issue.
And Puteri's Noraini did not mince her words, arguing for sanity.

The silent majority anong the Mal ays have been i ncensed wi th high-
handedness of sonme of these people.

Renenmber the Rel a nenber who took a photograph of a woman urinating?

In the quest to ensure others are norally correct, one forgets his own
akhl ak.

For far too long we have been unfair to the young. We are supposed to be
a nodern, tolerant and open society.



The young are not |like us, mind you. They |ove nusic, watch novies,
enjoy live bands, surf the Net, talk to far-away friends and they are
certainly nore open- mnded than nost of us. Those who go to many of these
excl usi ve nightclubs or pubs are not the ones who harass you with their
scream ng and nodi fi ed notorbi kes every Saturday night in KL

These young people live a different culture and life altogether. They
frequent these places because they can afford it. Please, the girls cannot
be | abel ed "GRGs" and of | oose character sinply because they go to these
pl aces.

They are not the ones who commt rape, get into incestuous relationship
or becone road bullies. Mdst of themare | aw abiding citizens.

Many of them are young professionals who just want to have fun.

What nessage are we sending our young? It is haramto hear nusic, to
listen to Sinple Plan, Avril Lavigne, Hillary Duff, Green Day or Hanson?
We nmust then ban the Internet (pornography in abundance), 24 hour TV (bad
i nfluence on Muslins) and even gossip in the newspapers (bad for
norality). Please

We give out |icences to operate nightclubs, pubs, coffee-houses, even
dangdut joints. We allow di scotheques and dance halls to operate. W all ow
liquor to be served even in our planes. Yet we raid sone of these prem ses
not on security grounds but to make sure we rid themof Muislim patrons.

Once upon a tine, a state set up a Anmal Makruf and Nahi Mingkar brigade
to pry on fellow Miuslims. It was di sbanded when the officers were caught
har assi ng | ndonesi an workers for noney.

In many instances, the perfornmances of these noral policenen were judged
by the nunber of arrests they nade on those they perceived as commtting
khal wat (close proximty).

Even Dewan Bandaraya enforcenent officers think it is their
responsibility to make sure young couples do not hold hands in public!

We nust ask ourselves then, where are we headi ng?

As | have argued before, as the Malays get nore Islamc, they becone
| ess Mal ay.

They di scard everything that is even renotely misconstrued as un-

I slamic, even their culture. They chide others for not conformng

In the last many years, the Ml ays have nmade too many adjustnents to
accommuodat e t he new demands. And there is no mddle road for these
zeal ots. Even Hari Raya entertai nnent programmes shoul d be stopped - No
H buran Pl ease, We're Mislins.

I sl ami sation has taken a new dinmension in this country.

Call it junping on the Islanmc bandwagon, a terml oathed even by the
fundanmental i sts, yet everyone tal ks about the need to be nore Islamc.
Even our schools are not Islam c enough.

But they miss a crucial point - Miuslins are not better off now w th just
rituals, proper attire and pronouncenents.

In the tinmes of the Abbasids and Ummayads, the elite anbng the Muslins
were admi nistrators, thinkers, philosophers, scientists, witers,
travellers, artists, cosnologists, inventors and creators.

As rightly pointed out by former Prinme Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohaned,
the last time the world wushered in a newmllenium the Islamc
civilisation was at its zenith. Today, Islamic civilisationis at its
| onest ebb. What happened al ong the way?

Wiy can't we spend some tinme giving serious thought to it rather than
pl anning a rai d on another ni ghtclub?
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