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Tan Sri Dr Abdul Taib Mahnud's 'Politics of Devel opnent' policy has
instilled confidence in his people and transformed their m ndset. FlI RDAUS
ABDULLAH writes.

ON this day in 1981, Tan Sri Dr Abdul Taib Mahnud, the | aw graduate
with a goal to lift the living standard of his people, assuned the
| eadership of the Barisan Nasional (BN) coalition governnent and enbarked
on the task of transform ng Sarawak and its peopl e.

Havi ng served at the Federal |evel for 13 years (from 1968 to 1981),
Tai b was an experienced politician and an adm ni strator who started on
his journey to better Sarawak.

From day one, he realised the need for a change in the mndset of not
only the people but also his government nmachinery as well as the State
civil service to ensure Sarawak's progress.

This was when his "Politics of Devel opnent" policy evol ved.

Douglas Bullis in A Soul You Can See states: "This policy, as little
under st ood outside Sarawak as it nay be, is the keystone to Sarawak's
econom ¢ progress today. It nmarks Sarawak's thread of devel opnent as
clearly distinct fromthat of peninsular Ml aysia."

However, to enable the people to understand his politics of
devel oprment, he had to devote nuch of the early part of the 1980s uniting
the State's peoples and explaining the virtues of this policy.

For Taib, the politics of devel opnent neant transform ng the rakyat
into a disciplined and positive-thinking force geared towards the
devel oprent of manki nd.

He not only explained this policy but also noved the entire government
machi nery towards "preparing" the people for change and progress.

Real i sing that Sarawak's diversity could also be its liability, he set
about establishing a need for consultation and respect for authority.

Over the past 24 years, he has not only ensured that the playing field
is level, he has al so brought about greater devel opnent in the urban and
rural sectors, be it physical devel opnent or in nurturing skills and
know edge.

The State's econony, froman entirely tinber-based one, has experienced
vast inprovenent and the people have benefited fromthe transformation.

Pockets of poverty still exist but they are due to the isolated nature
of renote settlenments and villagers who refuse to adapt to change

In a nutshell, his politics of devel opnment has brought about a new
confidence in a state full of natural resources, including that of the
peopl e.

He was fortunate that four nonths after he becane Chief M nister,
former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad becone Prine Mnister.

Both | eaders shared a vision for devel opnent and Taib's vision for the
State was conpl enmented by econom c policies during that period.

The New Economic Policy (NEP), the Look East Policy and Vision 2020
fuelled Taib's commtnent to take Sarawak to greater heights.

The Vision 2020 policy was simlar to the politics of devel opnent in
the sense that it was ainmed at transform ng Mal aysia (and Sarawak) into a
fully devel opnent nation by 2020.

Changi ng the mindset of the people has not been an easy task for himas
he was forced to adjust his efforts according to the political clinmate.

During the early stages of the "Politics of Devel opment" crusade, there



was opposition fromvarious sectors. Sone clained that the policy was a
governnent agenda to grab native land fromthe rural folKks.

He continued wi thout fear of favour and with great confidence that he
had chosen the right path, and if election results are anything to go by,
hi s nmove won BN nany new supporters.

Today, Sarawak is a nodel state. It is a nodel for unity, a nodel for
its devel opment of rural infrastructure and al so a nodel for prudent
financi al managenent.

Early this year the Federal Government announced that Sarawak is the
best - managed state in the country with healthy coffers and transparent
managenent .

Sarawak was also the only state to table a surplus bud- get for 2005.

Over the years, his vision, which was translated into action and
i mpl erent ati on by governnment agencies, has prepared Sarawak and its
peopl e for greater chall enges.

He has brought about a change in the hearts and m nds of Sarawaki ans,
and he is adamant about pursuing his vision to the end: where the State
and its people can stand together with other Ml aysi ans and be respected
for what they are and where they come from Wl known as a
di sciplinarian for whom punctuality is a virtue, he has in recent years
been pushing the need for a learning culture anong the young.

"Only know edge, skills and good val ues can take us further in this
gl obal environnent and it is my hope that our young will enbark on this
journey with conmitnent.

"W nust conpete not anbng us anynore but with the rest of the world,
that is the challenge facing us now," he told a political party gathering
recently.
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