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Pronmpot e Asean tourismjointly, says Dr Mahathir

LANGKAW , Wed. - The Asean regi on can becone an unbeatabl e single touri st
destination if nmenber countries work together.

Former Prinme M nister Tun Dr Mahathir Mohanad said today that the tine
had corme for Asean nations to work together to reap benefits fromthe
tourist trade

"Now is the time to focus on tourismbecause tourismis a major revenue
earner for us," he said when opening the Asean Touri sm Conference at the
Mahsuri | nternational Exhibition Centre here.

He said Asean countries had the nost appealing selling point that could
not be found el sewhere - the intrinsic assets found in their people,
climate, location and culture.

"W basically all look alike. But we dress differently. W are
culturally different. This is sonmething we can pronote together."

Dr Mahathir noted that people of Southeast Asia were partial to bright
colours and their traditional fashion was inconparable.

"W shoul d pronpte our colours, let's have a grand fashi on parade
t oget her. "

Dr Mahathir drew | aughter when he said the hunmidity in the regi on should
be made an attraction.

"Humi dity is good for your skin because it is a natural noisturiser.
Unlike the dry cold climate, humidity keeps your skin noist and therefore,
young. So, instead of saying our climate is hot and hunmid, tell the
tourists: come to Southeast Asia to stay young forever," he said.

Dr Mahathir said to attract people to the region, travel should be nade
easier by having nore airlines offering low fares, a common visa for Asean
countries as well as a common identification card for people in these
countri es.

"Tourismis a cash business so |let us make it easy for people to travel
to our countries. We suffer together. W prosper together,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir's views went down well with the del egates.

MATTA presi dent Tunku | skandar Tunku Abdul | ah said he coul d see Ml aysi a
taking the lead in pronoting Asean as the single nost attractive touri st
destination in the world.

"There is no better time than nowto start noving in this direction," he
sai d.

On a common visa, he said this was not inpossible despite the politica
and econom c diversity of the region.

"Perhaps, we should start with a few nenber countries. And if it works
wel |, the rest can see the benefits."

A del egate, G lbert Roels who is the Bel gi um Mal aysi a Associ ati on
chai rman agreed, saying that having a common visa "is not a dreant and was
wor kabl e.

A regular traveller to Southeast Asia, Roels also praised Dr Mahathir's
i dea for Asean countries to jointly pronpte the region

"Yes, indeed it is very nice to have an Asean village at travel fairs.
Saves noney!"

Anot her del egate, hotelier Datuk Eric Limsaid, Dr Mahathir's ideas were
i ndeed vi able as long as Asean countries could work in unison.

"It is an avenue for us to |look at," he said.

More than 1, 000 del egates from Asean countries are on the island for the
conference which is part of the Asean Touri sm Forum (ATF).



ATF, a Malaysian initiative, was first held in 1981. This is the fifth
time Mal aysia is hosting the event.
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