13/ 03/ 2005
Stop plundering Mot her Nature

By Ahirudin Attan
IT WAS A SAD AND SOBERI NG SI GHT, the Prinme M nister gazing at a badly
scarred Bukit Cahaya, a picture the | ocal papers carried on their front
pages of March 4.

And t he headlines and sub-headi ngs that acconpani ed the picture tel
readers of what was going through the man's mnd: "Not a single tree
standi ng, nor a blade of grass ... Khir Toyo told to take swift and
severe action” (NST); "Not a pretty sight ... PMslans selfish
devel opers, lists actions he wants taken" (The Sun); and "Prinme Concern

PM orders measures to protect environnment" (The Star).

But that picture al so brought about powerful deja vu, too. Not too |ong
ago, Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi 's predecessor, Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, was al so phot ographed | ooki ng down froma chopper at the wanton
destruction of forests and hills around the city.

Dr Mahathir had al so | ashed out at parties who betrayed the environnent
for quick profit.

Bet ween then and now, the nerciless rape of Mther Nature has continued
al nost unabated. Bukit Cahaya is just another hill that has been left to
di e by so-called devel opers. Take a drive south, north or east and you'l
see hills being carved up for all to see

O just | ook around where you live. | have been wi tnessing the gradua
destruction of the environnent where | live. We used to be able to say
hell o to nonkeys that resided in the woods just across the road. They
have cut all the trees and built a secondary school where the nonkeys
used to be. Beyond that school, as far as the eyes can see, the only
green we could see lies where the golf course is.

There's a playing field in the area which, Iike nost playing fields, is
bei ng threatened by "devel opment". The residents there are not taking the
threat lying down and I'mglad for that.

But will they be able to save the field? And how many pl aying fields
have vani shed that were not reported in the nedia?

After the tsunam, we were told to preserve nmangrove swanps because
this could save us in the event of another tsunam . But did that
encourage the Sel angor state government to reviewits decision to |ocate
a landfill on Pulau Carey (which experts say will affect the island's
mangr ove swanps) ?

Why are we treating our environnent so badly?

Someone suggested that the problemlies with the fact that those who
speak for the environnent do not have the necessary clout to speak
clearly so as to be heard by those who have the power to |isten and act.

But, | argued, the Prinme Mnister spoke for Mdther Nature that day his
pi cture appeared on the front pages of the |ocal papers. \What nore clout
do we need to get things done to save the hills, the trees, the fields,
the rivers?

Well, Dr Mahathir had gone on record to admit that even the Cabinet's
directives on environnment were not followed: either the perpetrators were
so bold or the directives were not dissenmnated well (or at all).

Qur laws are too | enient on offenders, soneone el se said. You steal a
pai r of socks and boxers at the supermarket and you get fined RM, 000,
the sane anmount a devel oper woul d have to pay if he's found guilty for
t he havoc he weaks on Mt her Nature.

The shoplifter mght even get a stroke as a deterrent sentence. The



devel oper? He can afford to pay the RV2,000 fine daily and still |augh
all the way to the bank at the end of the day.

Some said as long as land is a state matter, the abuse will not end.
But surely we have placed checks and bal ances al ong the way. Or have we?

We have to do nore - a whole lot nore - to protect the environment. W
are all guilty of allow ng the unscrupul ous to be doi ng what they have
been doi ng for ages.

Weeks from now al nost everyone will forget Bukit Cahaya and Pul au Carey
and the picture of Pak Lah gazing out at men's betrayal against nature.

And sone other hills, forests, rivers and fields will come under threat
fromthe powerful and greedy.

But if heads start to roll and the rape of Mother Nature is defined as
a crime, and the rapists and their acconplices in authority (who abetted
them or have accepted incentives to turn the other way, or who are just
plain ignorant) are flogged and sent to jail for their crines, then
per haps we won't forget so easily.
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