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Tackl e this serious Mal ay dil enma

By Munir Mjid
THERE are so many very good things about Ml aysia. Sonme not so good.

If we continually highlight only the very good things, will it chase
away the not-so-good? Hound them out of the park, if not quite sweep them
under the carpet?

If we turned the spotlight on the not so good, will it not strike fear,
even cause conflict, and subsunme the good?

Surely the sensible and | ogi cal answer would be to address themin
proportion and with a duty of care.

In Mal aysia, we have chosen to be cautious about openly discussing the
not - so- good t hi ngs which have a depth and a threat of getting out of hand.
We don't mind going on about littering, spitting and toilet habits, but

don't want a free-for-all on, for instance, racial issues.

It has been proven there is wisdomin this.

The soci al engi neering process to address the econom ¢ disparity between
the Mal ays and t he non- Mal ays has, whil e keeping discussion of the nore
vol atil e i ssues behind cl osed-doors, been able to close the gap, even if
not tothe ultimate satisfaction

The progress in terns of greater openness in discussing sone of the
i ssues - such as what is wong with the Ml ays? (a subject which got Tun
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad's The Mal ay Dil emma banned) - is increasingly evident.

Nowadays, we can criticise the largely Ml ay public service or the
mai nl y Mal ay-constructed national school system w thout untowardly nmaking
a racial issue out of them because universal values such as service
delivery, efficiency and conpetitiveness have taken hol d.

Thi s does not nean we no | onger owe that duty of care when di scussing
i ssues that have racial significance - and there are reactionary pockets
of resistance - but it does show we have begun to open up on matters which
had hitherto been consi dered out-of - bounds because of their racial
connot ati ons, as we face the fundanmental realities of globalisation.

There is, however, another serious macro matter that needs careful
consi derati on and handl i ng.

Wil e not new, the ugly drama played out by the JAW enforcenent
officers during a raid on a Kuala Lunpur nightspot a nmonth ago hi ghlights
anot her significant divide in the Mal aysian society, essentially anong the
Mal ays, but al so having an inportant inplication on the nature of that
society - for all Mal aysi ans.

Rul e of |aw

MOST of the conmments on that incident had focused on the rough and
unsavoury treatnment dished out that night by the enforcenment officers,
especially to the girls. They violated individual rights, proper procedure
and due process. Theirs was a kind of mob rule, and not the rule of |aw
which is the foundati on of our society.

This is a fundanental |y serious violation which cannot be count enanced
and those who countenance it clearly do not believe in the rule of |aw
that governs our society. They believe in a different order of society.

There are those who support this action, which nmeans they al so want a
different formof society, or msunderstand the kind of society we |live
in. This is a divide which transcends the differences between Pas and
Umo.

This chasm anong the Mal ays has to be addressed with the sanme conm t nent
as that between Ml ays and non- Mal ays, and has the conplication of its



being a religious matter.

The | sl am Hadhari which Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badaw
posits is opposed by those who support the kind of action carried out by
the JAW officers, and the thinking underlying it - an Islamthat
i ntrudes, forces and hands out imedi ate retribution.

Waich is the true Islan? W may err when we tal k about "noderate" or
even "enlightened” Islam as it inplies sone kind of qualification from
the total reality.

We nust be positive and tal k about the right and true Islamfor al
ages, an Islamwhich is |oving, understanding and forgiving, an |Islam
whi ch does not believe in force and cruelty, but in persuasion and faith.

It recogni ses differences and rights, among other things essentially
expressed in Al -Kafirun, a verse nost Muslins recite in prayer five tines
a day.

Be that as it may, there are neverthel ess those who understand | sl am
differently, the ones who nust be engaged if they are not to becone a
serious threat to our society and nation.

Apart fromthreat to the nature of society and nation, future progress
can al so be underni ned. Much needed talent will be lost or will not cone

our way.
An intolerant society is not attractive at all. Many young people -
qualified and conpetitive - will |eave, perhaps for societies totally

secular in outlook, with no religious anchor.

Many nore, whomwe need, will not even entertain the thought of com ng
back. Wiat would all this have gai ned?

We nust begin to be alittle nore open about this danger and threat, and
to engi neer a resol ution.

The JAW enforcenent officers have pointed to an underlying i ssue which
is a mtter of grave inportance to the Malays and to Malaysia. It calls
for a commtted approach to resolve differences as focused as that which
i nformed the process of finding a solution to the great racial economnic
di vi de.

The Muslimcomunity nmust get together to understand each other's
perspectives, instead of acting and reacting in a manner that leads to
pol ari sati on.

The thing is to discover Islamin a loving, tolerant and dynam c |ight,
such as in the principles of |Islam Hadhari
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