16/ 02/ 2005
Trade expected to be focus of Abdullah's visit

By Sal ehuddi n O hman

THERE are floods in Bal uchistan and snow in the northern territories has
killed hundreds, but in Islamabad it is quite pleasant and festive to
wel cone several very inportant visitors.

Apart fromPrinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi, Paki st an
Presi dent Pervez Musharraf is also welcomng British Foreign Secretary
Jack Straw and India's Foreign Affairs Mnister, Natwar Singh.

The presence of so many inportant personages in town has had its effect
on non-VIPs such as journalists, in that everything that can vaguely be
cal |l ed decent accommodati on has been fully booked.

And to nake way for the rather |arge 60-nmenber Ml aysi an ent our age
acconpanyi ng Abdul | ah here, Wsma Putra has seen fit to house the
journalists in the grouping in a diaspora of guest houses, bed and
br eakfasts and ot her such | odgings in various parts of the city.

Now, for an average backpacker, these places are charnming, cosy and at a
stretch of the imagination, actually beautiful in a rustic sort of way.
But devoi d of business centres, high speed Internet or tel ephone
connections that will work with Ml aysi an-nade | aptops, these | odgings are
| ess than suitable for journalists, who have been reduced to working in
I nternet cafes.

However, these trivialities will not inpact on the |avish wel cone that
t he Paki stanis have laid out for Abdullah's first visit here since
becom ng Prinme M nister.

The airport road and town is festooned with bunting and "wel cone"
banners, and very graphic advertisenments in the |ocal papers proclaim
Mal aysi an- Paki stani partnership for peace and prosperity.

Mal aysia's relations with Paki stan are indeed | ong and cordi al .
Beginning in the tinme of Tunku Abdul Rahman and mutual co-operation in the
Organi sation of the Islamc Conference (OC) that was fornmed then, these
relati ons have been strengthened with co-operation in trade, defence and
the gl obal political sphere

Since then, Ml aysian prine nministers have nade it a point to come here.
Tun Dr Mahathir visited Pakistan five times in the 22 years he was
Mal aysi an premnier.

Abdul 'ah is al so no stranger to |Islanmabad. In his capacity as Foreign
M ni ster, he accompani ed Dr Mahathir and was active in fostering bilatera
co-operation and rel ati ons.

Mal aysi a, which exported RV2.6 billion-worth of goods to Pakistan | ast
year, is its seventh-largest trading partner. Mich of that trade is in
palmoil, but this is set to diversify with the establishnent of the
Paki st an | nvestnent Board office in Kuala Lunpur |ast June.

The office was set up partly to renove the negative perception that
i nvestors have of Paki stan.

Today, Pakistani Prime M nister Shaukat Aziz is expected to brief
Abdul I ah on the economnmic reforns being inplenented in the country, partly
to attract nore investors fromcountries such as Mal aysia, which wll
i nterest Mal aysi an conpani es such as Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd, Petronas, Max
Cor poration (devel opnent), Ranhill (housing) and Dancom
(tel ecommuni cations) whi ch have already substantially invested in
Paki st an.

Trade is expected to be the nain agenda of the visit and Pakistan may
take this opportunity to propose that both countries sign a Free Trade



Agreenent that was first nooted at the first Mal aysi a- Paki stan joint-
comm ssion neeting in Putrajaya in Qctober.

Mal aysi an Hi gh Commi ssioner to Pakistan Tan Sri Ml Hashi m Hussei n said
free trade between the two countries and the restructuring of the OC were
expected to be di scussed.

Wth a popul ation of 150 nmillion, 98 per cent of whomis Mislim
Paki st an has the world's third-Iargest Muslimpopulation after |ndonesia
and | ndi a.

It has trenmendous potential for investment in agriculture,
manuf acturing, information technol ogy, infrastructure devel opnment,
housi ng, food processing and tourism

It would have attracted i nvestnments from Wstern countries if not for
its volatile political situation, graft and festering conflict with India
since partition in 1947. But much of this has changed since President
Musharraf took over the country's helm
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